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Thnry-Eienutn Concress, Ist Session. 


ise of pay of the soldiers in the service of the 


United States; which were referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia, and 
rdered to be printed. 

lature of Massachusetts in favor of the men of 
Massachusetts who are now in the naval service 
being counted as part of her military contingent; 
aiso, that the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
yates of the fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth regiments 
of Massachusetts volunteers are entitled to and 
should receive from the national Government the 
sam iy and allowanees as other troops; which 
were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was 


0 ed, That the petition and other papers in relation 
' upensation of the inspectors of customs for the 
porto! New York be taken from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. GRIMES, it was 

Ordered, That the papers iu relation to the claim of John 
Egenol! be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to tie Committce on Claims, 

PRINTING OF MESSAGE AND DOCUMENTS, 

Mr. DOOLIT TLE submitted the following res- 


olution; which Wwas considered by unanimous con- 
nd agreed tor 


the et 


sent, 


Resolred, That the Conmmittee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire inte the propriety oft printing the message of the 


President and the reports of the heads of Departments, || 
it the accompanying documents, and what number, | 


with 


ifany, should be printed forthe use of the Senate; also, to 


report What, if any, additional number should be printed | 


With a part of the accompanying documents. 
NAVY REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, ‘That the Superintendent of Publig Printing be 
authorized to print, in addition to the number now author 
ized by law, fifteen hundred copies of the report of the 
secretary of the Navy, and appendix, for the use of the ves- 
els of tie Navy, and tive hundred copies of the report 
proper for the ofjice of the Stcretary of the Navy. 

LIBRARY OF TILE SENATE. 

Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolutions; 
which, with a communication on the subject from 
the Chief Clerk ofthe Senate, were referred to the 


Committee on the Library, and ordered to be | 


printed: 


Resolved, That one eopy of each of the books and sets 
of books, naps, Charts, atlases, and printed bound docu 
nents, in the possession of the Senate, be collected together 


by the Secretary trom the various rooms and apartments | 


set apart for the use of the Senate, so as to form one com 
plete set or copy of cach and all of the same, whieh shall 


be properly arranged in classes and sections, and which, | 


logether with such other books and matters as may trom 
tine to time be directed to be procured by the Conuitice 


on the Library of the Renate for that purpose, shall be | 


formed into a Library of the Senate, for the special use of 
ils embers and committees and the business of the Sen- 


alte and Seeretary’s office, under such regulations as may | 


be preseribed by the Committee on the Library of the Sen- 
ate, forthe time being, whieli regalations shall be printed 
and tarnished to the members, committees, and officers of 
the Seyate at the coummencement of each session, and shall 

observad and conformed to by them, until modified er 
changed by the committee or by the order of the Senate. 

Resolved, That a librarian shall be appointed by the Sce 
retary of the Senate to take charge of the said library, 
Whose duty itshall be to keep a coniplete and faithful record 


ote 


He also presented resolutions of the Legis- | 
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numbered 87, 89, and LL1, sball-be appropriated forthe use 
of select committees, and such btlier comuiiftees y6t al 
ready occupying separnte rooms as may he assicned 4 them 
by the Presiding Officer of the Sonate, For the time being, 
unless Otherwise ordered by the Senate, 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. WILKINSON gave notice of his intention | 


to ask leave to introduce a joint resolution relative 
to a certain grantof land for railroad purposes in 
the State of Minnesota. 

Mr. DLXON gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend the act for en- 
rolling and calling out the national forces, and for 
other purposes, approved March 3, 1863, in such 
manner as to exempt clergymen of all religious 


| denominations from the operation of said aet. 


Mr. NESMITH gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill providing for the es- 
tablishment of a branch mint of the United States 
at Portland, Oregon, 

Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice of his intention 


| to ask leave to mtroduce a bill to extend the time 


within which the States and Territories may ac- 
cept the grant of iands for the beacht of agricul- 
tural colleges made by the act of July 2, 1862. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No.3) more 


| effectually to suppress the rebellion; which was 


read a first time by its title. 

Mr. HALE. As the bill is very short, and it 
i8 Important, | wish that it may be read atlength 
on its second reading. 

The Secretary read it a second time at length, 
as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That hereafter all. persons within the 
United States of America are equal before the law ; and all 
ckiims to personal service, except those founded on econ 
tract aud the elaim of a parent to the service of a minor 
child, and service render¢d in pursuance of sentence for 
the punishment of crime, be and the same are hereby for 


ever abolished, anything in the constitution or laws of any 
State to the coatrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. HALE. Let it lie on the table for the 
present... | should like to have it printed. 1 shall 
call it up at some future time, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill willlie on 


|| the table, and the order to print will be made, if 
| there be no objection. 


Mr. WILKINSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 4) to extend the act of Congress granting 
pensions, to persons wounded in the Indian mas- 
sacres in Minnesota in the years 1862 and 1863; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee ou Pensions, 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana, in pursuance of pre- 


vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
ducea bill (S. No.5) toamend the act entitled **An 
act for enrolling and calling out the national forces, 
and for other purposes,” approved March 3, 1863; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

He also, in pursuance of previous noti¢e, asked 


|. and obtained leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 6) 


to increase the pay of the rank and file of the Army ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military A ffairs and the Militia. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S. No. 7) 


OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOIN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 





New Series..... No. 2. 
Mr. GRIMES, in pursuance of previous no- 


tice, asked and obtained leave'to intreduce a bill 
(S. No.8) to encourage enlistments into the naval 
service of the United States, and to credit enlisted 
men to the military quotas of the States of which 
they may be citizens; which was read twice b 
its title, referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fuirs, and ordered to be printed. 
TERRITORIAL LAWS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate duplicate copies of the laws of Dakota Terri 
tory for 1862-1863; of the laws of Nevada Terri- 
tory for In62; and of the laws of the Territory of 
Utah for the year 1862-1563; one copy of each of 
which was referred to the Committee on 'Terri- 
tories, and the others ordered to be placed upon 


the files of the Senate. 


REFERENCE OF TILE MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. SUMNER, it was 


Ovdered, That so much of the President's message as 
refers lo our foreign relations be referred to the Conmiittee 
ou Foreign Relations. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 
Ordered, That so much of the President's message and 
the aceompanving docaments as relates to the Navy and 
naval amairs, and the anuwual reportot the 


Pecretary otf the 
Navy, be referred to the C 


uninittee On Naval Affairs. 


Ou motion of Mr. CLARK, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 14, 1863. 

The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine; as fol- 
lows; 

Being of beings, Spirit of spirits, Life of life, 

God and Father of angels and men, our God and 
Father: We are Thy creatures, we would adore 
Thee. Weare Thy subjects, we would obey Thee. 
Weare Thy children, we would love Thee. Oh, 
make the influences of Thy Spirit and of Thy 
providential power felt in this assembly of states- 
incn, to whom ‘Thou bast,in solarge a measure, 
lutrusted the destinies of this Republic inthis awful 
crisis of its fate. Eulighten their consciences, we 
pray Thee, our Father, with wisdom from ou high, 
to see and choose a policy fitted to restore liberty 
and union, one and inseparable, throughout the 
bounds of this remtegrated Republic. Give, we 
pray Thee, that disinterestedness of purpose and 
devotedness to Thee, that true patriousm, which 
shall make them the instruments of Thy good 
pleasure to redeem their native land. 
. Be with the head of this Republic; be with all 
the officers of his Cabinet, severally and unitedly. 
Enudow them with a sagacity worthy of a Chris- 
tian commonwealth; give them that rectitude of 
will te serve their nation through all sacrifices aud 
at any cost, that may make them the brain aod 
heart of this nation, vitalizing itthroughout, 

Be, we pray Thee, with our armies, our sol- 
diers and leaders inthe field. Give to the leaders 
sagacity, promptitude, energy, indomitable eour- 
age, and a will lo servi Thee and thet fellow-men. 
Give to our soldiers heroism, fortitude, indomita- 
ble purpose, God willing, to be the servants of this 
redeemed Republic. 


very book, map, atlas, aud article reecived or placed in 
‘och library, and ditigetly to make himself acquainted 
with the same, so as to be able, whenever ealled upon by 
‘iiciiber, or an the part of a committee of the Senate, or 
the office of the Beeretary, to furnish any such book or other 


to increase the bounty for volunteers and the pay 
of the Army; which was read twice by its utle, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 


Be,O our Father; with those who are stretched 
in hospitals, who are suffering for the toils, suf- 
fering with wounds they have borne for the res- 


article for use inthe library, or any inforniation in tabular 
Srotier form that may be required from thei, and to rake 
a particidar recount of every book or other article delivered 
“ut OC the Jibrary to any mentber, or committee, or the 
Seerekury, and to require its return into the library aecord- 
ing to the reguiations prescribed by the said Committee on 
the Library, or the Scnate, and also to perform such other 
“uttes in the said library as may be preseribed by the said 
“uiiittee, the Senate, or the Secretary of the Senate; and 
the compensation of the said librarian shalt be 2,000 per 
nati, With the same official qualification under oath, and 
“Ueject to the same penalties for neglect or violation of the 
; ‘are the other officers of the Senate. 

4res0lved, Pat the arrangement made for the occupation 
for + its OF the north ext usin oF the Capitol, set apart 

the Senate by thé resolution of the 18th of January, 


! Mi = so far changed that the rooms numbered 99, 100, 
aud i 


i 


- 
ad 


the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 


| tained, leave to introduce the following joint reso- 
| lutions; which were severally read twice by their 


titles, and referred to the Committee an Military 


| Affairs and the Militia: 


A joint resolution (8, No. 2) expressive of the 
thanks of Congress to Major General Nathanicl 
P. Banks, and the officers and soldiers under his 
command at Port Hudson; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 3) expressive of the 
thanks of Congress to Major General Joseph 
looker and Major General George G. Meade, 
and the officers and soldiers of the army of the 


» Shall be appropri ited tor this library, and the rooms |} Potomac. 


| the midst of their fellow-c.uzena. 


toration.of the freedom of this Republic; solace 
their sorrows; raise them up to health; restore 
them once more to their trae places in socety in 
And be with 
the widows and orphans in many homes; God of 
consolation, give them Thy confort, ang liftupon 
them the light of eternal life, 

Je, O our Father, with our prisoners, our 
brethren in captivity, in this hour; give them, we 
pray Thee, the hope of redemption and restoration , 
give them mutuat disinterestedness and mutual 
‘Touch the hearts of the brutal tyrants 
who hold them in eaptivity, with honor, with 
humanity, and with some sense of their obliga~ 
tion to the common conscience of Christeudom, 


Service. 
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me eee ee 


Be, we pray Thee, with the oppressed and the iT 


enslaved, to ransom them and lead them out of 
Be with the freedmen, 
to raine them to be fellow-citizens with us in the 
high privileges of this Republic. 

Finally, be with our enemies; crush and hum- 
ble tyrants in the dust, and disinthrall a people 
maddened by partisan passions. Father, we pray 
Thee, by Thine influences, to restore them in loyal 
service once more to this Republic. 

And now, with a spirit of universal equity, give 
us universal freedom, May Thy kingdom come 
and Thy will be done. 
name and asthe disciples of Thy beloved Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we ascribe 
praise and glory to Thee forever. Amen. 

Lie Journal of ‘Thursday last was read and 
approved, 


their house of bondage. 


OATH OF CHAPLAIN. 


Rev. W. H. Cuanninea, Chaplain of the House 
of Representatives for the Thirty-Eighth Con- 


gress, came forward and took the oath of office | 


prescribed by law. 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASES. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the pa- 
pers in the contested-election cases of the third and 
sixth congressional districts of Missouri, and of 
the seventh congressional district of Virginia; 
which were severally referred to the Committee 
of Elections. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 


letter from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, trans- 
mittig a statement of the disbursements of the 
contingent fand for the year ending June 30, 1863; 
which was referred to the Committee on Expend- 
itures in the Treasury Department, and ordered 
to be printed, 


Also, a letter from the same, transmitting a || 


statement of receipts and expenditures forthe year 


ending June 30, 1862; which was referred to the || 


Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 


TERRITORIAL LAWS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House | 


copies of the territorial laws of Utah and Dakota; 
wluch were referred to the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 
_The SPEAKER announced the standing com- 
mittees of the House, as follows: 
Committee of Elections—Henry L. Dawes of 


Massachusetts, Daniel W. Voorhees of Indiana, || 
Portus Baxter of Vermont, Green Clay Smith of | 
Kentucky, John Ganson of New York, Glenni | 
W. Scofield of Pennsylvania, Nathaniel B. | 
Smithers of Delaware, Charles Upson of Michi- | 


gan, and James S. Brown of Wisconsin. 

Of Ways and Means—Thaddeus Stevens of 
Pennsylvania, Justin 8S. Morrill of Vermont, 
George UH. Pendleton of Ohio, Reuben E. Fenton 
of New York, Samuel Hooper of Massachusetts, 
Robert Matlory of Kentucky, Henry T. Blow of 
Missouri, John A. Kasson of lowa, and Henry 
G. Stebbins of New York. 

Of Claims—James T. Hale of Pennsylvania, 
William S. Holman of Indiana, Edwin H. Web- 
ster of Maryland, James M. Ashley of Ohio, 
William J. Allen of Hlinois, Giles W. Hotchkies 
of New York, William G. Brown of West Vir- 
ginia, John V. L. Pruyn of New York, and 
Alexander Long of Ohio. 

On Commerce—Elihu B. Washburne of Illi- 
nois, Thomas D. Eliot of Massachusetts, Elijah 
Ward of New York, Nathan F. Dixon of Rhode 
Island, John A. J. Creswell of Maryland, Nehe- 


miah Perry of New Jersey, Charles O’Neill of || 


Pennsylvania, John W. Longyear of Michigan, 
and Wells A. Hutchins of Ohio. 

On Public Lands—George W. Julian of Indi- 
ana, James E. English of Connecticut, William 
Higby of California, William B. Allison of lowa, 
William H. Wadsworth of Kentucky, Ithamar 


C. Sloan of Wisconsin, Fernando Wood of New || 


York, John F. Driggs of Michigan, and Samuel 
F. Miller of New York. 


On the Post Office and Post Roads—John B. Al- | 


ley of Massachusetts, Jesse O. Norton of Illinois, 
Aaron Harding of Kentucky, Ignatius Donnelly 
of Minnesota, James G. Blaine of Maine, James 
Brooks of New York, Cornelins Cole of Cali- 


We ash it forand in the || 





‘ 


E. Finck of Ohio. 

For the District of Coiumbia—Owen Lovejoy of 
Iilinois, Ebenezer Dumont of Indiana, John B. 
Steele of New York, Lucien Anderson of Ken- 

|| tucky, James W. Patterson of New Hampshire, 


|| James R. Morris of Ohio, Thomas T. Davis of | 


New York, Henry W. Tracy of Pennsylvania, 
| and Ezra Wheeler of Wisconsin. 
| On the Judiciary—James F. Wilson of Iowa, 


| Kernan of New York, Francis Thomas of Mary- 
land, Thomas Williams of Pennsylvania, Austin 


A. King of Missouri, Frederick E. Woodbridge | 


of Vermont, Danie] Morris of New York, and 
George Bliss of Ohio. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Hiram Price of lowa, 
John D. Stiles of Pennsylvania, Jesse O. Norton 
of Ijlinois, Martin Kalbfleisch of New York, 
Oakes Ames of Massachusetts, Charles A. Eld- 
ridge of Wisconsin, Ebenezer Dumont of Indiana, 
William Johnson of Ohio, and John G. Scott of 
Missouri. 

On Public Expenditures—Calvin T. Hulburd of 
New York, John M. Broomall of Pennsylvania, 
Francis C. Le Blond of Ohio, George W. Julian 
|| of Indiana, Jesse Lazear of Pennsylvania, Jacob 
|| B. Blair of West Virginia, Edward H. Rollins of 
|, New Hampshire, Andrew J. Rogers of New Jer- 
sey, and Charles M. Harris of Illinois. 

On Private Land Claims—M. Russell Thayer 
of Pennsylvania, Giles W. Hotchkiss of New 
York, Anthony L. Knapp of Ilinois, Daniel W. 


Charlies H. Winfield of New York, Ephraim R. 
Eckley of Ohio, Lorenzo D. M. Sweat of Maine, 
j, and Henry W. Harrington of Indiana. 


On Manufactures—James K. Moorhead of Penn- || 


|| sylvania, Orlando Kellogg of New York, Syden- 
ham E. Anconaof Pennsylvania, Isaac N. Arnold 
of Illinois, Freeman Clarke of New York, Chil- 
|} ton A. White of Ohio, Oakes Ames of Massa- 
chusetts, John F. Starr of New Jersey, and Ben- 
| jamin G. Harris of Maryland. 
On Agriculture—Brutus J. Clay of Kentucky, 
Kellian V. Whaley of West Virginia, Joseph 


|| New York, John Law of Indiana, William D. 
Kelley of Pennsylvania, Sidney Perham of Maine, 
| Augustus C. Baldwin of Michigan, and George 
| Middleton of New Jersey. 
On Indian Affairs—William Windom of Min- 
nesota, Walter D. McIndoe of Wisconsin, James 
C. Allen of Ibinois, John R. McBride of Oregon, 
| A. Carter Wilder of Kansas, Homer A. Nelson 
of New York, Sempronius H. Boyd of Missouri, 
Thomas B. Shannon of California, and Charles 
Dennison of Pennsylvania. 

On Military Ajgairs—Robert C. Schenck of Ohio, 
John F. Farnsworth of Illinois, George H. Yea- 





|| Benjamin Loan of Missouri, Moses F. Odell of 
|| New York, Henry C. Deming of Connecticut, 
|| Francis W. Kellogg of Michigan, and Archibald 
|| McAllister of Pennsylvania. 
|| On the Militia—Robert B. Van Valkenburgh of 
|| New York, Green Clay Smith of Kentucky, Syd- 
|| enham E. Ancona of Pennsylvania, Edwin H. 
|| Webster of Maryland, Orlando Kellogg of New 
| York, William R. Morrison of Illinois, James 
|| G. Blaine of Maine, Amasa Cobb of Wisconsin, 
|, and John F. McKinney of Ohio. 
On Naval Affairs—Alexander H. Rice of Mas- 
|| sachusetis, James K. Moorhead of Pennsylvania, 
|| John A. Griswold of New York, Frederick A. 
| Pike of Maine, William D. Kelley of Pennsylva- 
|| nia, James S. Rollins of Missouri, Rufus P. 
| Spaulding of Ohio, Augustus Brandegee of Con- 
| necticut, and Joseph K. Edgerton of Indiana. 
On Foreign Affairs—Henry Winter Davis of 
Maryland, Daniel W. Gooch of Massachusetts, 
Samuel S. Cox of Ohio, Theodore M. Pomero 
| of New York, Godlove S. Orth of Indiana, Wil- 
| liam H. Randal! of Kentucky, John L. Dawson 
| of Pennsylvania, Asahel W. Hubhard of Iowa, 
and John T. Stuart of Illinois. 
|| On the Territories—James M. Ashley of Ohio, 
|, Fernando C. Beaman of Michigan, James A. Cra- 
| vens of Indiana, Owen Lovejoy of Illinois, John 
H. Rice of Maine, Henry Grider of Kentucky, 
|| James M. Marvin of New York, Joseph W. Mc- 
|| Clurg of Missouri, and Philip Johnson of Penn- 
| sylvania, 
| Ow Revolutionary Pensions—Dewitt C. Little- 





| George S. Boutwell of Massachusetts, Francis | 


Gooch of Massachusetts, John O’Neill of Ohio, || 


Baily of Pennsylvania, Calvin T. Hulburd of || 


| man of Kentucky, James A. Garfield of Ohio, || 


a ep 


fornia, Josiah B. Grinnell of lowa, and William john of New York, John Law of Indiana, Walt. r 


| D. McIndoe of Wisconsin, Anson Herrick of 
| New York, Rufus P. Spaulding of Obio, John R. 

Eden of Illinois, Brutus J. Clay of Kentucky, 

Daniel Marcy of New, Hampshire, and Alexan- 

der H. Coffroth of Pennsylvania. 

On Invalid Pensions—Kellian V. Whaley of 
| West Virginia, Benjamin Wood of New York 
| Sidney Perham of Maine, James F. McDowell 
| of Indiana, William B. Washburn of Massachu- 
setts, William H. Miller of Pennsylvania, Free- 
man Clarke of New York, Lewis W. Ross of 
|| INinois, and J. A. J. Creswell of Maryland. 

On Roads and Canals—Isaac N. Arnold of {Ii- 

nois, Dewitt C. Litthejohn of New York, William 
| A. Hall of Missourt, Fernando C. Beaman of 
| Michigan, William B. Washburn of Massachy- 
|| setts, Elijah Ward of New York, Ephraim R. 
|| Eckley of Ohio, William B. Allison of lowa, and 
|| Myer Strouse of Pennsylvania. 
On Patents—Thomas A. Jenckes of Rhode Is|- 
j}and, Leonard Myers of Pennsylvania, Warren 
| P. Noble of Ohio, John H. Hubbard of Connec- 
| ticut, and John W. Chanler of New York. 
| On Public Buildings and Grounds—John H. 
Rice of Maine, Jacob B. Blair of West Virginia, 
Samuel J. Randall of Penusylvania, John F. Starr 
| of New Jersey, and William Radford of New 
York. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business—Sempronius 
| H. Boyd of Missouri, Homer A. Nelson of New 
| York, John F. McKinney of Ohio, Charles Up- 
son of Michigan, and James C. Allen of Ilinois. 

Of Mileage—James C. Robinson of Illinois, 
|| Augustus Frank of New York, Amos Myers of 
|| Pennsylvania, Benjamin Wood of New York, 
and Joseph W. White of Ohio. 

Of Accounts—Edward H. Rollins of New 
| Hampshire, John M. Broomall of Pennsylvania, 
| William G. Steele of New Jersey, Ambrose W, 
| Clark of New York, and John R. Eden of Illinois. 

On Expenditures in the State Department—F red- 
erick A. Pike of Maine, James C. Robinson of 
| Ilinois, Robert B. Van Valkenburgh of New York, 
| John D. Stiles of Penusylvania, and James E. 
| English of Connecticut. 

On Expenditures in the Treasury Department— 
Amos M yersof Pennsylvania, Martin Kalbfleisch 
of New York, Joseph W. White of Ohio, Thomas 
D. Eliot of Massachusetts, and James W. Patter+ 
son of New Hampshire. 

On Expenditures in the War Department—Henry 
| C. Deming of Connecticut, John B. Steele of New 
| York, Charles M. Harris of Illinois, Ithamar C. 
Sloan of Wisconsin, and Glenni W. Scofield of 
Pennsylvania. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department— Portus 
| Baxter of Vermont, William Higby of California, 
| Anson Herrick of New York, Daniel Marcy of 
| New Hampshire, and Henry W. Tracy of Peun- 
sylvania. 
| On Expenditures in the Post Office Department— 
| Theodore M. Pomeroy of New York, Chilton 
| A. White of Ohio, Leonard Myers of Pennsy!- 
vania, William A. Hall of Missouri, and John 
H. Hubbard of Connecticut. 











On Expenditures in the Interior Department— 
| Thomas B. Shannon of California, George Mid- 


dleton of New Jersey, Alexander H, Coffroth of 

Pennsylvania, Ignatius Donnelly of Minnesota, 

| and Augustus C. Baldwin of Michigan. 
On Expenditures on the Public Buildings—John 
|W. Longyear of Michigan, Jesse Lazear of Penn- 
| sylvania, John D. Baldwin of Massachusetts, 
William Johnson of Ohio,and Augustus Brande- 
| gee of Connecticut. 

Joint Committee on the Library—Augustus Fravk 
of New York, Elihu B. Washburne of Illinois, 
and. William H. Wadsworth of eee 

Joint Committee on Printing —Ambrose W .Clark 
of New York, Joseph Baily of Pennsylvania, 

and John D. Baldwin of Massachusetts. 
| Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills—A masa Cobb 
of Wisconsin, and William G. Steele of New 
Jersey. 


COMMITTEE ON RULES. 

The SPEAKER stated that the committee on 

rules would be announced to-morrow. 
BILLS ON LEAVE. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business !n 
order was the call of States for bills on leave, and 
joint resolutions, commencing with the State of 
| Maine. 
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RECLPROCITY TREATY. 
Mr. MORRILL introduced a joint resolution 
‘ vorizing the President of the United States to 

tothe Governmentof Great Britain the notice 
quired for the termination of the reciprocity 

sty of June 5, A. D, 1854; which was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
Committee of ran and Means. 

Mr. WARD. 

mont to allow that joint resolution to go to the 
Committee on Commerce. It is well known to 
members of the old House that this subject was 
very fully and very elaborately considered in the 
Committee on Commerce last session; and it 
would seem much more appropriate to permit the 
eybieet to remain there than to send it now to the 
Committeeof Waysand Means. The honorable 
centieman Will have an opportunity to discuss the 
guestion When itt comes up. 

* Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, this question 
has been hitherto considered rather as a foreign 
han asa domestic question, [tis reaily a question 
{a domestic character, relating to the revenues, 
and | therefore desire its reference to the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means. By the existence of 
the present commercial treaty with Great Britain 
we are deprived of the privilege of revising our 
tariff or of levying an internal tax according as our 
own wisdom and judgment may dictate. I move 
thatthe jointresolution be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means; and on that question | 
move the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. After the 
entleman from Vermont has had his say | hope 
e will give me a moment. 

The SPEAKER. By the rules of the House 
debate is not allowed during the morning hour. 
All bills introduced must be referred without de- 
bate, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, ef Illinois. | was aware 


h 


I move its reference to the 


ask the gentleman from Ver- | 


of that; but as the gentleman from Vermont has 


taken occasion to state the reasons why this mat- 
ter should be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [ wish to show why it should rather 
go to the Committee on Commerce. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. WARD. I move to amend by referring 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 
afier the previous question being called. 

Mr. MORRILL demanded tellers on seconding 
the previous question. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The previous question was not seconded, 

Mr. MORRILL, Is it in order to withdraw 
the joint resolution ? 

TheSPEAKER.  Itis not, it having been read 
a first and second time. 


Mr. WARD. 


ferring the joint resolution to the Committee on | 


Commerce, 
The amendment was agreed to; and the motion, 
as amended, was agreed to. 


BUREAU OF EMANCIPATION. 


Mr. ELIOT introduced a bill to establish a 
Bureau of Emancipation; which was read a first 
ind second time, referred to a select committee of 
five, and ordered to be prinied. 


ELECTIONS IN TENNESSEE AND LOUISIANA. 
Mr. DAWES introduced a bill to provide for 


the election of Representatives in Congress from 
\he States of Tennessee and Louisiana; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 


COMMUTATION LAW. 
Mr. BRANDEGEE, by unanimous consent, 


Presented the joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Connecticut, instructing Senators and request- 
ug Representatives to obtain a modification of 
the conseription act, so as that towns and sub- 
divisions of enrollment districts shall be credited 
with their respective quotas; which were referred 
o the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


NEW RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


Mr. WARD introduced a bill to authorize the 
‘ppointmentof commissioners to negotiate a new 
‘realy with the British provinces of North Amer- 
‘ca, based upon the true principles of reciprocity ; 


i 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 
STATEMENT OF FINANCES. 
Mr. WARD also introduced a joint resolution 
directing the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to furnish 
a semi-monthly statement of the financial condi- 


tion of the Government during each session of 


Congress, and monthly during the recess; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. 


| Henry; which was referred to the Committee of 


CHARLES M. POTT. 

_Mr. ANCONA introduced a bill granting a pen- 
sion to Charles M. Pott; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

MAJOR WILLIAM 8. HENRY. 


Mr. ANCONA also introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs at law of Major William 8, 


| Claims. 


LOSSES ON TILE MONITOR. 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, introduced a 
joint resolution to compensate the crew of the 
United States steamer Monitor for clothing and 
property destroyed in the public service; which 


| was read a first and second time, and referred to 


the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
PEOPLE'S PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. STEVENS introduced a bill granting pub- 
lic lands to the People’s Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, to aid in the construction of a railroad aud 
telegraph line to the Pacific coast by the northern 
route; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the bill | have 
just introduced be referred to a special committee. 

The SPEAKER, ‘That will be done, if there 
be no objection, 

There was no objection, 

The SPEAKER. Of how many shall the com- 
mittee consist? 

Mr. STEVENS. Of thirteen. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.STEVENS. [donot know whetherI am 
at liberty to introduce more than one bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania can introduce as many us he desires. 


PAY OF COLORED TROOPS. 
Mr. STEVENS also introduced a bill to fix the 
pay of colored officers, soldiers, chaplains, and 
musicians; which was read a first and second time, 


| and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| REPEAL 


I now move to amend, by re-' || - 


OF CONFISCATION ACT AMENDMENT. 

Mr. STEVENS also introduced a bill to repeal 
joint resolution No. 63, approved July 17, 1862; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. COX. Read it. 

The bill was read through. It provides for the 
repeal of the joint resolution (No. 63) explana- 
tory of an act to suppress Insurrection, to punish 
treason and rebellion, to seize and confiscate the 
property of rebels, and for other purposes, ap- 
proved July 17, 1862. The bill was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

REPEAL OF FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT. 

Mr. STEVENS also introduced a bill to repeal 
the fugitive slave act approved February 12, 1793, 
and the act amendatory thereto, approved Sep- 
tember 18, 1850; whieh was read a first and seeond 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


| clary. 


ELECTIONS OF REPRESENTATIVES, ETC. 
Mr. STEVENS also introduced a bill to fix the 
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time for holding elections for Representatives in | 


Congress, and to enable soldiers in the service of 


the United States to vote for said officers; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred to 
| the Committee of Elections. 


Mr, COX. 
to offer for adoption. 
The SPEAKER. 


time. 
AMENDMENT OF ENROLLMENT ACT. 
Mr. SPAULDING introduced a bill to amend 
the act entitled **An act for enrolling and calling 


out the national forces, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved March 3, 1863; which was read a first 


It is not in order at this 


I have a resolution which I desire 
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and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Milit ary Affairs, and ordered to be prince d 
Mr. STEVENS. Are 


ber n 


no: the bills which hav 


introduced ordered to be printed without a 
motion? 


The SPEAKER. They are not. 

Mr. STEVENS. . 1 move, then, that the bills 
which I have presented be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois. Ithas never 
been the practice of the House to order the printing 
of bills when introduced for reference. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 suppose not, and therefore 
withdraw my motion. 

The SPEAKER. Bills and joint resolutions are 
ordered to be printe d when they are reports d from 
the committees, 


ADMISSIGON OF COLORADO. 
Mr. ASHLEY introduced a bill to enable t 


people of Colorado to form aconstitution and Sta 
government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union on an equal footing with the ori- 
ginal States; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Territories. 


AMENDMENT OF CONFISCATION ACT. 
Mr. ASHLEY also introduced a bill to amend 


the confiscation act, and for other purposes, — Lt 
| was read a first and second time, referred to the 

Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


REPEAL OF THE FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT. 
Mr. ASHLEY also introduced a bill to repeal 
the fugitive slave act of 1850, and all aets and 
parts of acts for the rendition of fugitive slaves; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and order 
to be printed. : 


AMENDMENT OF TILE CONSTITUTLON. 


Mr. ASHLEY also introduced a bilbto prowid: 
for the submission to the several States of a 
osition to amend the natronal Constitution 
hibiting slavery, or Involuntary servitace, tal 


prredpe- 


pero 


of the States and ‘Territories now owned or whieli 
| may be hereafter acquired by the United States 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. W. J ° ALLEN. Read the boill. 

The Clerk read the bill in extenso 

Mr. ASHLEY. i move that it be referre dito 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
ing of that bill. 

The SPEAKER. 
the rule. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ibe heve, ifolrje ction be made, 
the question comes up on the second reading ot 
the ball. 

The SPEAKER. 


l obj ct to the second r ad 


That is not in order under 


The Clerk will read th 


rule, 

from page 32 of Barclay’s Digest. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

“And the Speaker shall first call the States a 
tories for bills on leave; and all bills so tutrodue d du 
the fir-t hour atter the Journal is read stil be reioiuwed, 
without debate, to their appropiate Commitlees 

Mr. HOLMAN. §Lask for the reading of the 


117th rule. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 

‘The first reading of a bill shall be tor information, and 
if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, * Shall 
this bill be rejected?’ If no opposition be made, or if the 
question to reject be negatived, the bill shall go to its see 
ond reading without a question.” 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would Stute to 
the gentleman from Ludtana that the 117th rule ap 
plies to bills presented ina condition to be passed 
Of course, in such a case the gentleman would 
have a right to object to the second reading, and 
the bill might be rejected on its first reading. Sub- 
sequently, however, to the adoption of that rule— 
which was adopted at the foundation of the CGov- 
ernment in 1789—this rule which has been read 
was adopted, that on alternate Mondays an hour 
should be devoted to the consideration of bills for 
reference only, and the language of that rule is 
that the bills shall be referred without debate. 

The bill was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

ADMISSION OF NEBRASKA, 

Mr. ASHLEY, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill to enable the people of Ni 
braska to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into 


|| the Union on an equal footing with the original 








States; which w read a first and second ume, 
id referred to tue Committee on Territories. 
rERRITORY OF MONTANA, 
Mr. ASHLEY also, in pursuance of previous 
nqice, introduced a bill to provule a temporary 
wvernment for the Territory of Montana; which 
is read a first and second time , and referred to 


‘ a 
the Committee on Territories. 


ENLISTMENT OF COLORED PERSONS. 


Mr. ASHLEY also, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a joint resolution to authorize 
the enlistment of colored citizens in the rebellious 
districts; which was read a firstand second time. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I desire to have that joint 
resolution read and put upon its passage. 

Mr. COX, 1 object to that. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Then I move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 


t ' 
yriiste 
{ 


Mr. COX I ask that the ji int resolution be 
i orted 

Tl joint resoiavion Ww read. The preamble 
rec thatthe Pi lentof the United States, by 
his proclamation of October 17, 1863, has called 
upon the several States to furnish their quota of 
thee hundred thousand additional troops on or 


before the Sth of January, 1864, notifying them 
that unless then quotas shall be then full, the re- 
lied by draft; and that there 


five hundred thousand colored citi- 


maimder will be supp 
are probably 
zens within the military lines subject to military 
duty by the laws of the United States, and resid- 
ing in districts of country declared to be in rebel- 
lion against the national Government. 

‘The joimt resolution provides that the officers 
duly empowered by the President in the States 
called upon to furnish their quotas be authorized 
to enlistsuch able-bodied color d« itizens, be tween 
the ages of erehteen and forty-five, as they can 
induce by State bounties, or otherwise, to volun- 
wer in the milttary service of the United States, 
which colored Woops shall be accepted in aceord- 
ance with the rules and regulations of the War 
Departiaent; and that the persons so entering 
the service from districts of country m rebellion 
shall be eredited to the respective “quotas of the 
Suites procuring their enlistment. 

Phe resolution further provides that the troops 
s0 enlisted, and all other coloved troops who have 
been or may hereafter be mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States, shall receive the same 
monthly pay, rations, &c., as soldiersin like arms 
of the service of the United States, and it repeals 
all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with its 
provisions, 

The joint resolution was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. ECKL LEY gave notice ef a-bill to allow a 


pension to Christian Winger, who was wounded 
while inthe service of the United States, called 
hnlo Lhe service by the State of Ohio, 
COURT OF CLAIMS, 
“Mr. YEAMAN introduced a bill to amend an 
to establish a court for the investigation of 


claims against the United States, approved Feb- 


reary 24, 1855, and to amend subsequent acts 
concerning said court; which was read. a first and 
seeond time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

INSURRECTIONARY DISTRICTS. 

Mr. YEAMAN also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion concerning the restoration of the civil author- 
ity of certam States and of the United States 
within regrons once under the control of the ex- 
isting rebellion; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

POST ROADS. 
Mr. MALLORY, in pursuance of previous no- 


fice, intvoduced a bill to amend an act entitled 
‘*Au act to establish certain post roads;’’ which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
ADJOURNMENT FOR HOLIDAYS, 

Mr. MALLORY. I offer the following reso- 
sullon aS a priv ileged question, 
_ The SPEAKER. No privileged question can 
svierveae during the morning hour. 
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‘Mr. MALLORY. Is there any time when a 
privileged question can be acted on? 

The SPEAKER. After the morning hour it 
will be in order. 

Several Mempers. Let the resolution be read, 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the House 
adjourns on Friday next, 18th December, it adjourn to 
meet on the second Monday of January, Ie64. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illimois. That res- 
olution cannot certainly be in order at this time. 

Mr. MALLORY. T understand that it was 
held during the last Congress thata motion to ad- 
journ was always in orderasa privileged question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois. 1 believe it 
was held that no motion was in order during the 
| call of States for bills on leave. 

The SPEAKER. The object of the rule would 


be entirely defeated if privileged questions were to | 


be entertained during the mormoug hour. 

fore the Speaker of last Congress decided, and 

the House concurred in the decision, that every 
| other business was excluded during the call of 
States; but after the. morning hour it will be in 
order. 

MILITARY EXEMPTIONS. 

Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill to repeal so 
| much of the thirteenth section of the act entitled 

**An act for enrolling and calling out the national 


There- | 


forces, and for other purposes,’’ approved March | 


3, 1863, as authorizes exemption from military 
service by the payment of $300, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


DEARBORN AND ITAMILTON COUNTIES. 
Mr. HOLMAN also introduced a bill for the 


| relief of the county of Dearborn, Indiana, and 
the county of Hamilton, Ohio; which was read a 


| first and seeond time, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee of Claims. 


FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


Mr. JULIAN introduced a bill to repeal the | 


third and fourth sectionsof the act respecting fu- | 


gitives from justice and persons escaping from the 

service of their masters, approved February 12, 

1793, and the act to amend and supplementary 

to the aforesaid act,approved September 18, 1850; 

which was read a first and second time, and re- 

ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
RIGHTS OF COLORED MEN, 

Mr. LOVEJOY introduced a bill to give effect 
to the Declaration of Independence, and also to 
certain provisions of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
bill. 

The bill was read. It recites that all men were 
created equal, and were endowed by the Creator 
with the inalienable right to life, liberty, and the 
fruits of honest toil; that the Government of the 


I demand the reading of the 


apeaenmeanepeiiane 


United States was instituted to secure those rights; | 


thatthe Constitution declares that no person sball 


and also provides—article 5, clause 2—that * this 


Constitution, and the laws of the United States | 
made in pursuance thereof, shall be the supreme | 


law of the land, and the judges in each State shall 
be bound thereby, anything in the constitution 
and laws of any State to the contrary notwith- 
| standing;’’ that it is now demonstrated by the 
rebellion that slavery is absolutely incompatible 
with the union, peace, and general welfare, for 


which Congress is to provide, It therefore enacts | 


that all persons heretofore held in slavery in any 
of the States or Territories of the United States 
are declared freed men, and are forever released 
from slavery or involuntary servitude, except as 
punishment for crime, on due conviction. The 
second section enacts that all persons declared 
free by the first section shall be protected, as all 
other free citizens are protected, from upreason- 
able search and seizure,and shall be alowed to sue 
and be sued, and to testify in cases in the courts 
of the United States. The third section enacts 
that ifany person shall hereafter seize or arrest, 
or cause to be seized or arrested and imprisoned, 
any slave declared free by the act, with intent to 
| reduce such slave to involuntary servitude or bond- 
age, every person so offending shall be guilty of 
| a high misdemeanor, and shall be subject to in- 
|| dictmentand trial in any court ofthe United States 
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having competent jurisdiction, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment fo 
not less than one year or more than five yea 
and by fine of not Jess than $1,000 or more 
$9,000. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MALLORY. Will the Chair entertain q 
motion to Jay that bill on the table? 

The SPEAKER, | That motion is not in order. 


than 


| [t ean be made when the bill is reported back, 





Mr. LOVEJOY. Lam informed that there jg 
to be a special committee—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then let the bill go to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

lt was so referred. 

PROTECTION OF FREEDMEN. 

Mr. LOVEJOY also introduced a bill to protect 
freedmen, and to punish any one for enslaving 
them. 

Mr. HARDING called for the reading of the 
bill. : 

The bill was read in full. 

It was then read a second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


COMMUTATION LAW. 
Mr. ARNOLD introduced a bill to repeal so 


much of the act entitled **An act for enrolling and 


| calling out the national forces, and for other pur- 


poses,’’ as authorizes the diseharge of a person 
drafted, on payment of $300; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 


on Military Affairs. 
PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION. 


Mr. ARNOLD also introduced a bill to aid the 
President of the United States to carry into im- 
mediate execution the proclamation of emanci- 
pation of January 1, 1863, and prohibiting the 
holding of certain persons as slaves in all that 
portion of the United States designated therein. 

Mr. HARDING called for the reading of the 
bill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

A bill to aid the President of the United States in carrying 
into more immediate execution the proclamation of 
emancipation issued by him on the Ist day of January, 
A. D. 1863, prohibiting the holding of certain persons as 
slaves in ali that portion of the United States designated 
therein, 

Whereas the President of the United States, by his proc 
lamation issued on the Ist day of January, in the year 
1363, as Commander-in-Chief of the Army thereof, did, as 
a fit and Jawful means of suppressing the rebellion, in ac 
cordance with the laws of war and with the dictates of 


|} justice and humanity, order, proclaim, aud declare that 


all persons held as slaves within the limits of certain States 
aad parts Of States therein designated were, and should 


|} thereatter and forever be, tree; aud thatthe executive, mil 
|} itary, and naval authorities would and should thencetor 





watd recognize and maintain the treedom of all such per 
sous; and whereas by said proclamation and order Uh 
President has guarantied to all such persons their freedom, 
and has pledged the taith and honor of the country that 
their freedom shall be recognized and forever maintained ; 
and whereas it ts the right and the duty ot Congress to 
make ali jaws which may be necessary and proper for ca 
rying into execution all the powers, whether civil or mul 
tary, vested by the Constitution in the President as Cou 


be deprived of liberty without due process of law, || mander-in-Obte® etthe Army and Navy; and among such 


nitlitary powers is that of making and executing the procia 
intiion aforesaid; and whereas all persons heretofore held 
as slaves, as aioresaid, within said desiguated States or pitts 
of States are now of right free, and ought to be hereatter 
forever unmolested inthe enjoyment of that freedom which 
the Government of the Unitdd States is boand to © recog 
nize and maintain ;”’ 

Now, therefore, for the purpose of earrying into more cou! 
plete aud immediate execution the aforesaid proclamation, 
and to secure forever the recognition and maintenance 
of the treedom of all persons designated therein, and thereby 
to provide more effceiually for the suppression of the bel 
lion, the securing of domestic tranquillity, the maintaining 
of the common defense, and the preservation of the liber 
ties of the people ; 

Be it enacted by the Senate and- House of Representtives 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
in all States and parts of States designated in said proclama 
tion as in rebellion, the reénslaving or holding, or attempung 
to hold, in slavery or in involuntary servitude of any perrou 


| Who shall have been nade or declaréd to be free by said 


proclamation, or any of their descendants, from and alt rthe 
date of said proclamation, otherwise than in punishment . 
crime whereof the accused shall have been duly convietee, 
is and shall be forever prohibited, any law or regulation o! 
either of such States to the contrary notwithstanding 

The bill was read a second time, and referred to 
the Conimittee on the Judiciary. 

ILLINOIS LEGISLATION. 
: ; Sarnge 

Mr. ARNOLD also introduced a bill declaring 
the assent of Congress toan act of the State of [lli- 
nois: which was read a first and second time, 80 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
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LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Jilinois, introduced a 
viving the grade of lieutenant general in the 
; Army. 

Vie. COX asked that the bill be read. 

1 e ini was re ed. ‘It revives the grade of lieu- 
ronant general of the United States Army, and 
ves the President the power, by and with the 
ndvice and consent of the Senate, to confer it, 
iring war, upon the officer of the regular or vol- 
unteer forces, of a rank not below that of major 
voyeral, most distinguished by courage, skill, and 
ius, in his profession. Tt also extends to the 
officer so Selected the pay and emoluments pro- 
yided for that grade by acts heretofore passed. 

The jointresolution was read a second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


MICHIGAN LAND GRANT. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, mtroduced a 
‘oint resolution extending a grant of public lands 
city of Grand Rapids to the southern 
line of the State of Michigan; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

PROULBITLON OF SLAVERY. 


Mr. WILSON introduced a joint resolution 

submitting to the Legislatures of the several States 

nroposiuon to amend the Constitution of the 
ted States. 

Mr. F. WOOD called for the reading of the 

int resolution. 

The joint resolution was read. It provides for 
submitting, in the usual form, to the Legislatures 
of the several States the following ameudments 
to the Constitution of the United States: 

Sec. 1. Slavery, being incompatible with a free govern- 
ment, is forever prohibited in the United States ; and invol 
untary servitude shall be permitted only as a punishment 
for crime. 


Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce the fore- 
going section of this article by appropriate legislation. 

The joint resolution was read a second time, 
and referred to the Commaittee on the Judiciary. 


THIRTY-SEVENTHI LOWA. 


l edi Stat 


u 


from the 


PRINTING OF TREASURY REPORTS. 

Mr. HOOPER submitted th following resolt 
tion; whieh was read, considered, and referred to 
the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, Viat two thousand five hundred copies of the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, with the accom 
panying documents; two thousand five hundred of the re 
port, Withoutthe accompanying documents; two hundred 
and fidty copies of Lhe estimates of appropriations ; and one 
iundred and filly copies of receipts and expenditures, be 
| ired 1 fifty | t | Lexy yt 
printed for the use of the Treasury Departinent. 


DICTIONARY OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. DEMING submitted the following resolu- 
uon: 


Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the mem- 
bers of the House, the regular number of copies of the work 
prepared by the Librarian, entitled ** Dietionary of the Uni 
ted States Congress,”? and that the Clerk of the House shall 
pay a suitable copyright, provided that the same shall not 
exceed $2 50 per copy. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


lution. 
The SPEAKER. 


the rule. 





I propose to debate that reso- 


It will then lie over under 
IMMIGRANT BUREAU. 

Mr. WARD submitted the following resolu- 

tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be, and is 

hereby, requested to inquire into the expediency of estab 

lishing an Immigrant Bureau, in counection with the De 


partment of the Luterior, with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 


PRACE. 
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Mr. F. WOOD submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was read by the Clerk: 


Whicreas the President, in his message delivered to this 
House on the 9th instant, and in lls recommendation to 
the people to assemble at their places of worship and give 
thanks to God for recent victories, claims that the Union 
cause has gained important and substantial advantages ; 
and whereas, in view of these triumplis, it fs no longer be 
neath our dignity, nor dangerous to our safety, to evincea 
generous magnanimity becoming agreatand powerful peo 


| ple by offering to the insurgents an opportunity to return to 
| the Union without imposing on them degrading or destruc 


|| tive conditions; 


Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill for the | 


relief of the members of the thirty-seventh Iowa 
volunteer infantry; which was read a first and 
second me, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


ROBERT STEVENSON. 


Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to appoint 
three commissioners, who shall be empowered to open ne 
gotiations with the authorities at Richmond, to the end that 
this bloody, destructive, and inbuman war shall cease, and 
the Union be restored on terms of equity, fraternity, and 


| equality under the Constitution. 


Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill for the || 


relief of Robert Stevenson; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 
BOUNTIES TO SOLDIERS. 
Mr. WILSON also introduced a bill to provide 
the payment of bounties to soldiers in certain 
cases; Which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
POST OFFICE CODE. 

Mr. KASSON introduced a bill to revise and 
codify the laws relating to the Post Office Depart- 
ment; which was read a first and second time,and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

PORTLAND NAVAL DEPOT. 
Mr. SWEAT introduced a bill to authorize the 


‘ 


iivess for a naval depot; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

SELECT COMMITTEE, 

Yi motion of Mr, ELIOT, by unanimous con- 
Sent, the seleet committee this morning ordered to 
ve raised on the subject of a Bureau of Emancipa- 
ion was directed to consist of nine members in- 
Stead of five. 

KENTUCKY CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Me 7< ; 
Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of John 
1, McHenry, contesting the seat of George H. 
aman as a member of this House; which, with 
M! papers on file velating to contested elections in 


present House, was referred to the Committee 
of Elections, 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS, 
SPEAKER stated the business next in or- 


to be the call of the States and Territories for 
resolutions, 


Th 


er 


Secretary of the Navy to appoint a board of com- 
eos officers to survey the harbor of Portland, | 
Maine, andl its surroundings, in reference to its 


Mr. 
Speaker 

Mr. F. WOOD. Ihave the floor. Is discussion 
now in order on that resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. F. WOOD. I ask for its adoption; and 
on that call for the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the resolation be laid upon the table; and on 
that motion call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordere d. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Mr.Speaker, | have a word 
to say. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Is it in order to raise a point 
on the reception of the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Ithinkthat it is an outrage. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. VOORHEES. 
order, 

Mr. F. WOOD. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair must arrest de- 
bate on both sides of the House. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeus 98, nays 59; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Andersec, Arnold, Ash 
ley, Baily, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Ja 


WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. 





D. bate is notin ord i. 


I call the gentleman to 





| cob B. Blair, Blow, Boutweli. Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, 


i} 


William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, 
Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Dem 
ing, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Ganson, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, 
Griswold, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Mubbard, 
Jobn HL. Hubbard, Halburd, Jenekes, Julian, Kasson, Fran 
cis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Love 

joy, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, MelIndoe, Samuel F 
Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Danicl Morris, Amos Myers, 
Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, 
Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alex 

ander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward f1. Rollins, Schenck, 
Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, Spaulding, 
Stevens,. Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Vaiken 
burgh, Ward, Eliu B. Washburne, William B. Wash 

burn, Whaley, Wheeler, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, 
Windom, Woodbridge, and Y caman—98 


NAYS—Messrs. Junies C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
cona, Augustus ©. Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, Chanter, Ula 
Cotiroth, Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Edger 


ton, Eldridge, English, Finck, Grider, Harding, Harring 


~< 

ton. Benjamin G. Harris, Cha s M. Haeris, llerriek, Uo 
man, Wi Johosen, kh Wit i Law, I 

<a Blond, I r, Ninvite . Mae Methow Me 
Kinng \\ i Ni j l VI \ 
Nelson, Not i) Johu oN i i u, | 
James 3. Kollins, Ress, = nus, J ib t 
Stuart, Sweat, Vo , Wadsworth, Chitton A. W 
Joseph W. Whit Wi md Fernando Woe oy 


So the resolution was laid upon the tabie 

During the vote— 

Mr. A. W. CLARK stated that his colleague, 
Mr. LittLesoun, was detained in his room by 
sickness. 

Mr. Frank, not being within the bar when his 
name was called, asked leave to vote 

Mr. HOLMAN gave notice that he would here- 
after object to all such requests. Either the rule 
must be re peale d or ¢ nforee d 

Mr. VOORHEES objected. 

Mr. MOORHEAD stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Kevriey, was detained at home 
his family. 

The vote 
corded. 

COURTS IN NORTHERN NEW. YORK. 

Mr. GANSON introduced a bill to regulate the 
sessions of the circuit and district courts for the 
northern districtof New York, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, and 
ordered to be printed. 


by illness in 


was then announced as above re- 


AMENDMENT OF ENROLLMENT ACT. 
Mr. MILLER, of New York, introduced the 


following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be re 
quested to inquire into the justice and expediency of so 
amending the curollment act as to place all persous en 
rolled under said act in one class, trom which class ail 
dratts that are now ordered, or shall hereafter be ordered, 
shall be made: and that said committee shall have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 


INCREASE OF SOLDIERS’ PAY. 


Mr. DENNISON submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to reporta bill to inerease the pay of all private 
soldiers now in the service of the United States to thirty 
dollars per month, and in all cases where a soldier has a 
family to pay one half of said sum to his family. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the reso- 
lution be amended so as to request the committee 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
law, 1 will not object. 

Mr. DENNISON. I prefer it as it is. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move the 
amendment l have indicated, and demand the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The amendment was adopted; there being, on 
a division—ayes b3e Hoes ji). 


The resoiuuion, as amended, was then adopted, 
CONDUCT OF 
Mr. FINCK. 


and resolution: 


Lik WAR. 


1 offer the following preamble 


Whereas, in the opinion of this House, the Federal 
Government is invested by the Constitution ot the United 
States with all necessary power and authority to suppress 
any resistance to the due execution of the laws thereof, 
and to employ the Army and Navy in aid of the civil au 
thority to disperse allarmed resistauee to the rightial power 
and jurisdiction of the United States 
judgment of this House, the 


s and Wipereas, ba the 
Army and Navy cannot be 


righttully used to subjugate and hold as couquered territory 
any of the States of this Union: Therefor 

Be it resolved, That in this national emergency Congress 
will forego all feeling of mere passion or resentinent, and 
will recollect only its duty to the conutry; that th wr 
should not be waged on our partin any spirit ot opy ion, 
norin any pirit of conque at of ubpugation, ner tor th 
purpose of overthrowing or tatericring with tf rights o 
established institutions of the tate bet t | 
maintain the sapremiucy of the Ca totion, tnd preserve 
the Union with ali the dignit cyte ind rights of 1 
several States unimpaired, a i ae these objecio ate 
attained the war ought to 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 desire tod haa 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution then g 
over, 


REPORT OF GENERAL M’CLELLAN 
Mr. COX. [I offer th 


following resolution, 
upon which | demand th 


pre vious que SALOU: 


Res ned That the Secrets Warbed *Ledto com 
muniecate to this House the port made by Major G j 
i Db. MeClcllan ecoveerning miizeati ’ 
erat ’ ‘ ru f the Polouie wil Uimeder hi cum 
mand, and of all A try % ' wiile he wa corm- 


mandcr-in-chict, 





are: 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I supposs 
that resolution lics over for one day, under the 
rule 

Mr. COX. Ihave moved the previous ques- 
tion. We treated the gentleman from Illinois very 
kindly the other day in the case of his favorite 
general. All we ask in this case 1s justice. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. 1 only ask 
that the rules of the House shall be enforced. 

Phe SPEAKER. The Chair decides, accord- 
ine to uniform usage, thatthe resolution must lie 

ver for one day, inasmuch as it is a resolution 
asking for information. 

Mr. COX Does the gentleman from IHlinois 
object to the consideration of the resolution now? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. [I do not 
object. LT only ask that the rules be enforced. 

Mr. COX. Very well. 

SECEDED STATES. 

Mr. HARDING. 

tion, upon which | demand the previous question: 


Resolved, That the Union has not been dissolved, and 
that whenever the rebellion, in any one of the seceded 
States, shall be put dows and subdued, either by force of 
the Federal arms or by the voluntary submission of the 
people of such State tothe authority of the Constitution, 
then such State will be thereby restored to all its rights 
and privileges as a State of the Union, under the constitu 
tiow of such State and the Constitation of the United States, 
tueludiog the right to regulate, order, and control its own 
dourestic institutions according to the coustitution and laws 
Heuch Soite. tree from all congressional or executive con 
toahor direction 

Vir. STEVENS. 1 want to debate that reso- 
tttteone, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tneky has demanded the previous question, 


Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Hlinois. 


qu Hiomoof order, 


l rise to a 
If the previous question be 
sustuined, what will be the condition of the 
rhatvon 
Vie SPEAKER, It will go over for one day. 
Pie House divided-on the demand for the pre- 
vious question; and there were—ayes 60, noes 88. 
So the Hlouse refused to second the previous 


question, and, Mr. Stevens desiring to debate the | 


resuludion, tt lies over for one day. 
LOSSES OF LOYAL CITIZENS. 


Mr.GRIDER. offer the following resolution: 
Resulved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 
fo report a bill, at their earliest convenience, providing a 
commission or agency to ascertain and assess the damage 
doue to loyal citizens by the Army of the United States, 


where no pay has been reeeived, vor sufficient and legal | 


vouchers given the citizen upon which pay can be had and 
reevived. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move thatthe resolution be 
so amended as merely to instract the committee to 
inquire nto the expediency of reporting such a 
bill 

The amendment was adopted; and the reso- 
lution, as amended, was agreed to. 

STATE RIGUTS., 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I offer the following 
resolution, Upon which | demand the previous 
que stion: 


Resolved, ‘That the powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, orto the people, and 


the Federal Executive can neither directly nor indirectly | 


exercise any of the powers thus reserved, or lawfully re- 
striet of obstruct the exercise thereof by the people. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
may go over, 

Mr. STEVENS. I wish to debate it. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. 
previous question, 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Task for tellers on sec- 
onding the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Waps- 
wortu and Beaman were appointed. 


1 ask that that resolution 


The House divided, and the tellers reported— | 


ayes 62, noes 83. 

So the House refused to second the call for the 
previous question; and the resolution, giving rise 
to debate, lies over under the rule. 


PAY OF TITE ARMY. 


Mr. VOORHEES offered the following reso- | 
jution, and moved the previous question on its | 


adoption: 


Whereas the increased prices attached to all the com 
modities of life render the expense of living and of sup 
porting families almost, if not quite, double what sufficed 
tor such purposes at the commencement of the war in which 
we are now engaged: Theretore, 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to prepare and report, at as early a day as practi 


| to the highest amount now being paid by the Government | 


. - | 
| offer the following resolu- 


1 have demanded the | 


LOBE. 





enable, a bill providing for the increase of the pay of the 
white private soldiers now or hereafter in the Army of the 
United States to the sum of twenty-five dollars per month; 
also providing for the inerease of the pay of all commis - 
sioned and non-commissioned officers and musicians, now 
or hereafter in said Army, forty percent. on the amount how 
paid them by law; and also providing for the payment to 
the soldiers who have heretofore been enlisted, including 
those who have been honorably discharged by reason of dis 
ability or other cause, of an amount of bounty money equal 


for volunteers. 


Mr. STEVENS. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana to amend his resolation by directing the 
Committee on Military Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of reporting such a bill. It ought to 
be so in all these cases. There will then be no 
objection to the resolution. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 1 accept the modification. 

The resolution was modified accordingly. The 


| previous question was seconded, and the main 


question ordered, and under its operation the reso- 
luuon was adopted, 
STATES IN INSURRECTION. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I offer the following resolu- 


| tions,andon them I demand the previous question: 


Resolved, That the doctrine recently announced, that the 


States in which an armed insurrection has existed against | 


the Federal Government have ceased to be States of the 
Union, and shall be held, on the ultimate defeat of that in 


surrection, as Territories or subjugated provinces, and gov- | 


| erned as such by the absolute will of Congress and the Fed- 


erel Executive, or restored to the Union on conditions un- 
known to the Constitution of the United States, ought to 


| be rebuked and condemned as manitestly unjust to the Ie zal 


|| tralizing and consolidating the powers of the Government, | 


citizens of those States, tending to prolong the war and to 
confirm the treasonable theory of secession ; and, if earried 
into effect, must greatly endanger the public liberty and the 
constitutional powers and rights of all the States, by cen- 


State and national, in the Federal Executive. 

Resolved, That the only object of the war ought to be to 
subjugate the armed insurrection which, for the time being, 
suspends the proper relations of certain States with the 
Federal Government, and to reéstablish the supremacy of 
the Constitution ; and the loyal citizens of those States, 
and the masses of the people thereof, submitting to the au- 
thority of the Constitution, ought not to be hindered from 
restoring the proper relations of their respective States with 
the Federal Government, so tar as the same is dependent 


on the voluntary act of the people, by any condition, except | 
| unconditional submission to the Constitution and laws of 


the United States. In the language heretofore solemnly 
adopted by Congress, the war ought not to be waged on our 
part for any purpose of conquestor subjugation or purpose 
of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or established 
institutions of those States, but to defend and maintain the 
supremacy of the Constitution, and to preserve the Union, 
with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the several 
States unimpaired, and as soon as those objects are accom- 
plished the war ought to cease. 

Resolved, ‘That all necessary and proper appropriations 
of money ought to be promptly made by this Congress for 


| the support of the military and naval forces of the Govern- 








| ment, and all measures of legislation necessary to increase 


and promote the efficiency of the Army and Navy and to 
maintain the public credit, ought to be adopted, that, through 
a Vigorous prosecution of the war, peace on the basis of the 
union of the States and the supremacy of the Constitution 
may be the more speedily obtained. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to lay the resolutions 
on the table. 

Mr. COX, 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Arnold, Ashley, John D. Bald- 
win, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, 
Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, 
Clay, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Higby, 
flooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John fH. Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, Lovejoy, Marvin, Me- 
Bride, McClurg, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nor- 
ton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pom- 
eroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alexander 1. Rice, Jobn 
ll. Riec, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Schenck, 
Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smithers, Spaulding, Stevens, 
Thayer, Thomas, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. 
Washburne, William B. Washburn, Whaley, Williams, 
Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—88. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
econa, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, 
Brooks, William G. Brown, Chanler, Coffroth, Cox, Cra- 


On that motion I call for the yeas 


| vens, Dawson, Dennivon, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Eng- 
| lish, Finek, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, Harding, Har- 


rington, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, 
Holman, William Johnson, Kernan, King, Knapp, Law, 
Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McDowell, Mc- 
Kinney, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Nelson, Noble, Odell, John O'Neill, Pendieton, Robinson, 


| Rogers, Ross, Scott, Smith, John B. Steele, Stuart, Voor- 
| hees, Wadsworth, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 


Joseph W. White, Winfield, Fernando Wood, and Yea- 
man—66. 


So the resolutions were laid on the table. 


December 14. 


LOSSES FROM REBEL RAIDS. 
Mr. CRAVENS offered the following resoly- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be jp 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by |. w 
for the payment to loyal citizens for the horses and othe, 
property taken from them by the Union or rebe] forces dy, 
ing the rebel raid of John H. Morgan into the States of [py 
diana and Ohio, in July, 1865,and to report at an early day 
by bill or otherwise. ae 


| FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 
|| Mr. JULIAN. I submit the following reso- 


lution, and demand the previous question on it 
adoption: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jp 
|| structed to report a bill to repeal the third and fourth seco 
|| tions of an act respecting fugitives from justice and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters, approved Feb- 
ruary 12, 1793, and the act to amend and supplementary to 
the aforesaid act, approved September 18, 1850. ' 


|| Mr. HOLMAN. I move to lay that resolu- 
tion on the table, and call for the yeas and nays 
| on the motion. . 
Mr. STEVENS. I will suggest to the gentle. 
man from Indiana that he modify his resolution 
| so as to make it one of inquiry, or we shall be 
| compelled to vote against it. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Debate is not in order, | 
| believe. 1 call for the yeas and nays on my mo- 
tion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 82, nays 73; as follows: 


YERAS—Messrs. James C, Allen, William J. Allen, An 
| cona, Anderson, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Jacob B, 
Blair, Bliss, Brooks, James S. Brown, William G. Brown, 
Clay, Cobb, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Creswell, Dawson, 
Deming, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, English, 
Finek, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, Harding, Harring 
ton, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Uerrick, Hig- 
by, Holman, Hutchins, William Johnson, Kernan, King, 
Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marcy, 
Marvin, McBride, MeDowell, McKinney, William II. 
| Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, Odell, 
|) Johu O'Neill, Pendieton, William H. Raudall, Robinson, 
Rogers, James 8. Rollins, Ross, Scott, Smith, Smithers, 
Stebbins, John B. Steele, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Voor- 
hees, Wadsworth, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Joseph W. White, Williams, Wintield, Fernando Wood, 
|} and Yeaman—82. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Arnold, Ashley, 
John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, Bout 
| well, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, 
| Freeman Clarke, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Dix 
| on, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, 
Fenton, Franck, Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Hooper, Hotch 
| kiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John UH. Hubbard, Hulburd, 
Jenckes, Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, 
Loan, Longyear, Lovejoy, McClurg, McIndoe, Samuel F. 
Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
| Norton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Pike, Pomeroy, 
| Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Riee, Edward Hl. Kol 
| lins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Spaulding, Thayer, Van 
Valkenburgh, Elibu B. Washburne, William B. Wash 
| burn, Whaley, Wilder, Wilscn, Windom, and Woodbridge 


8 


mnie 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was laid on the table; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, submitted the 


following resolution: 

Resolved, That the several committees of this House who 
| were authorized to appoint clerks during the last Congress 
| be authorized to employ them during this Congress, at the 
usual compensation of four dollars per day while actuaily 
employed. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I would like to know which 
committees those are ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [ ask for 
the previous question on the adoption of the res- 
olution. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I move to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. I am willing, however, 
withdraw that motion, if the gentleman from 
Illinois will give us the information asked for. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am entirely 
| willing to do that, and will withdraw the demand 
for the previous question for that purpose. 
think the committees which were authorized to 
employ clerks during the last Congress were the 
Committee of Elections, the Committee on Com- 
merce, the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, the Committee on the Judiciary, the Coin- 
mittee on Military Affairs, the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, the Committee on Territories, and 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. These, 1 think, 
are all the committees that would be embraced '” 
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my resolution. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, the Committee of Claims, and the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands have clerks permanently 
employed under special resolutions. 








Mr. HOLMAN. Then why not name them | 


jn the resolution? ba! 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois: Very well, 
| will modify the resolution so as to name these 
committees, and now renew the demand for the 
previous question. 


Mr. COX. I would ask the gentleman whether | 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs has not usually || 


iad a clerk? 

es WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Very well; 
at the request of the gentleman from Ohio, I will 
include the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the gentleman from 
Iilinois also to inelude the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That com- 
mittee has not heretofore, | believe, been allowed 

clerk. ‘ 

' Mr. LOVEJOY. Then I move to amend. 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order 
vending a demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CAIRO NAVY-YARD. 
Mr. W.J. ALLEN submitted the following 


resolution; which was read, considered, and | 


agreed to: 


Whereas the President of the United States, in his an- 
nual message of December 8, 1863, has recommended the 
establishment of a yard and depot for naval purposes upon 
one of the western rivers: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of locating such 
yard and depot for naval purposes at Cairo, [linois, and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 


PAY OF VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I offer a resolution which 
has been made necessary by other action already 
taken by the House. I submit the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed, in any bill or bills they may report on the subject, 
to place all regularly enlisted soldiers on the same footing 
as to pay, without distinction of color. 


Mr. COX. I move that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Andonthat motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr.LOVEJOY. Mr. Speaker, although I pre- 
fer the resolution as itnow stands, still I am willing 
to yield to the request of my friends and modify 
it so that it will instruct the committee to inquire 
‘nto the expediency of doing what is proposed. 


i therefore make that modification of my resolu- 
uion, 


Mr. COX. I object. 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman hasthe right 


to modify his resolution; no vote having been 
taken, 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 68, nays 87; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Augpstus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, 
William G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, 
Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, Finck, 
Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Ben- 
jamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Holman, Hutchins, 
William Johnson, Kernan, King, Knapp, Law, Lazear, 
Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, 
William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, 
Noble, Odell, John O’Neill, Pendleton, William H. Ran- 
dall, Robinson, Rogers, James 8. Rollins, Ross, Scott, 
Stebbins, John B. Steele, Stuart, Sweat, Voorhees, Wads- 
worth, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. 
White, Winfield, Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ame®, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashiey, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, 
Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas 
I. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Du- 
mont, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Garfield, 
Gooch, Grinnell, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. 
Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Jenckes, Julian, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, 
Lovejoy, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, McIndoe, Samuel F. 
Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, 
Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Per- 
ham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. 
Rice, Ldward H. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shaunon, 
Sloan, Smithers, Spaulding, Stevens, Thayer, Thomas, 


THE CON 








Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William 
B. Washburn, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Win- 
dom, and Woodbridge—87. 


So the resolution was not laid upon the table. 
During the vote— 


Mr. ORTH, not being within the bar when his | 
| name was called, asked leave to vote. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, objected. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 

Mr. COX. Is amendment in order? 


The SPEAKER. It is not during the eall for | 


the previous question. 
The previous oe was seconded, and the 
: 


main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was adopted. 


CLERK FOR COMMITTEE OF ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire. The || 


| concurrent resolution, 


resolution adopted in reference to clerks for com- 


| mittees does not provide for a clerk for the Com- | 
mittee of Accounts, which was authorized toem- || 
| ploy aclerk at the last session of Congress. | 


ask that the omission be supplied, and that that 


committee be authorized to employ a clerk, like | 


other committees which have been indicated. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will state | 
that it was by inadvertence that the Committee of | 


Accounts was not included in the resolution. That 


| committee has toadjust the accountsofthe House, | 
and needs a clerk perhaps more than any other. | 


1 move that it also be’ authorized to employ a 
clerk. 
The motion was agreed to. 


UNEMPLOYED GENERALS. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH submitted the following 
resolution, and demanded the previous question 
on its adoption: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to in- | 


form this House the names and number of major generals 
and brigadier generals of volunteers and of the regular 
Army respectively noton duty, and the length of time which 
has elapsed since each of them has been relieved from duty, 
and which of them, and how many, are not now on daty 
in consequence of wounds or disability incurred in the ser- 
vice. 


Mr. COX. I have no objection to the adop- 


| tion of the resolution if it be so modified as to ask 
| for theamountof pay and allowances unemployed 


generals are receiving. The resolution goes over, 
under the rules, if objection be made. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have no objection | 


to make that modification. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest another modifica- | 


tion: that the resolution shall also ask for the 

names and number of the staff officers of unem- 

ployed generals, and their pay and allowances. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I accept that modifi- 


| cation of my resolution, 


Mr. COX. By pay and allowances I mean 
what is received as pay proper and for forage, 
subsistence, &c., &c., by major generals and 


brigadier generals who are and have been unem- | 


ployed. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 
The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


RECIPROCITY TREATY. 
Mr. ARNOLD submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the practical workings of the reciprocity 
treaty between the United States and Great Britain; and, 
if experience has developed defects and inequalities in the 
operations and working of said treaty, the committee re- 
port whether it is not expedient, for the mutual advantage 
of the parties to said treaty, to alter and amend the same in 
such manner as to remove such objections, and render the 
same reciprocally beneficial to both parties thereto. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- | 


lution: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the House 
adjourns on Friday next, the 18th of December, it adjourn 
to meet on Wednesday, the 6th of January, 1864. 


Mr. SPAULDING. I movethat the resolution | 


be laid upon the table. 
Mr. MALLORY. Oh, no. 


Mr. SPAULDING. I withdraw that motion, | 


and cull for the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
the resolution. 


Mr. MALLORY. I call for the previous | 


question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered. 
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Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. MORRILL. The time proposed is too 
ong. 

Mr. MALLORY. It is not too long, in my 
opinion, for members, who wish to go home 
during the holidays, to do soand return. We can 
do no business between this and that time. The 
committees have yet to report, and until they do 


| so we can have no profitable legislation. 


Mr. SPA ULDING. I object to debate untles 
we can be heard on this side. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Tellers were not ordered, and the yeas and nays 


| were not ordered. 


Mr. SPAULDING (at ten minutes past three 
o’clock, p. m.) moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 


Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. MaLiory 
and FarnswortH were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 90, noes 44. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was agreed to; and also 
moved to,ay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

Mr. WILSON demanded the yeas and nays 
on the latter motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH (at a quarter past three 
o’clock, p. m.) moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was taken on Mr. Marrory’s 
motion, and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 93, nays 57; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Blaine, Jacob B. Blair, 
Bliss, Blow, Boutwell, Brooks, Chanter, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cox, Cravens, Thomas T. Davis, 
Dawes, Dawson, Dennison, Dixon, Eckivy, Eden, Eldridge, 


| English, Fenton, Finck, Frank, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, 


Hall, Harding, Harrington, Benjamin G. Marris, Charles 
M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Hotehkiss, Asabel W. Hub 
bard, Hulburd, Hutehius, Jenckes, Kernan, Knapp, Law, 
Lazear, Le Biond, Long, Mallory, Marey, Marvin, Me 
Bride, Meindoe, McKinney, William H. Miller, Moor 
head, James R. Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Leonard 
Myers, Nelson, Odell, Charles O'Neal, John O'Neill, Ben- 
dicton, Perham, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Riee, Robinson, 
Rogers, Schenck, Scott, Shannon, Sloan, Smithers, Steb 
bins, Stuart, Thayer, Thomas, Wadsworth, Ward, Elita 


| B. Washburne, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Jo 


seph W. White, Wilder, Windom, Winfield, Fernando 
Wood, and Woodbridge—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Boyd, Brean 
degee, Broomall, Cobb, Coffroth, Cote, Creswell, Henry 


| Winter Davis, Deming. Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eliot, 


Farnsworth, Garfield, Gooch, Holman, Hooper, Johu H. 
Hubbard, William Johnson, Julian, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, 
Longyear, Lovejoy, MeClurg, Samucl F. Miller, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Noble, Norton, Orth, Pike, Price, William 
H. Randali, John Hf. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Ross, Sco 
field, Smith, Spaulding, John B. Steele, Tracy, Upson, 
Van Valkenburgh, William B. Washburn, Williams, and 
Wilson—57. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

And then, on motion of Mr. ANCONA, (at 
half past three o’clock, p. m.,) the House ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 15, 1863. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunperianp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Hon. Wittram Wauieurt, of New Jersey, ap- 
peared in his seat to-day. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that the 
House of Representatives had passed a resolution, 
that when the House adjourns on Friday next, the 
18th of December, it adjourn to meet on Wed- 
nesday, the 6th of January, 1864, provided the 
Senate concur, and asking for the concurrence of 
the Senate therein. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MORGAN presented the petition of Mary 
Ann Watson, widow of Alexander Wataon, of 
the fourth regiment United States artillery, who 
was killed by the bursting of acanuonon the 24th 


of May, 1843, praying for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 








Mr. WIL ented a petition of hospital 
steward { Uy Stat Army on duty in 
tiv ity ofl Na hHiviiie, ue irtment of the Cum- 
berland, ‘ r for omotion and increase of 
pay; which was referred to the Comnuttee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia, 

He o presented a petition of paymasters’ 
clerks, praying for an increase of compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs an the Militia, 

He also presented a petition of pay masters in 


the Uni a States Army, praying for an increase 


of the salaries of paymasters’ clerks; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia. 


ldiers who vol- 
service of the United 
months, praying that 
dollars be granted to them, 


Ele also presented a petition of s: 
untoered 
States 


and enlisted mn the 
ye riod of nine 
abounty of twenty-five 

act of Congress, approved July 


mr to the 
rred to the Committee on 


for tive 


ne cord 


7, 1862; which was ref 


Milwory Affairs and the Militia, 
Lie so presented the petition of J Is. Dawley, 
onan Wood, J. Dewey, jr.,and J W. Andrew, 


Boston and Charlestown district 
, praying for an increase of their com- 
which was referred to the Committe 
ou Finance. 


inspectors « f the 


oft customs 


pensauion, 


Mr. HIEENDERSON presented the petition of 
Joseph R. Winchell and others, citizens of Mis- 
sourt, praying fora commodious and speedy line 


of railway communication between Washington 
city and the city of New York; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Mr. RAMSEY presented the petition of Berendt 


A. Froiseth, praying for the payment to him of 


fifty dollars, which he alleges to be due him as 
assignee of Charles Colter, on a voucher dated 
May 10, IR61, agaist the Government of the 
United States, issued by the quartermaster and 


APpPVOve d by the colonel, W 
firat regiment 
Colter; 


Claims. 
PAPERS WITILDRAWN AND REFERRED, 
On motion of Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Marshal O. Rob- 
erts and others, trustees of A. G. Shoo, coutractor for car- 
rying the mails between New York, New Orleans, Havana, 
and Chagres, praying compensation for extra nail facilities 
on that route, be taken froin the files of the Senate and re 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The 


ine, to whom was 


A. Gorman, of the 
Minnesota volunteers, to Charles 
which was referred to the Committee on 


Committee on Print- 
referred a resolution to print 


additional copies of the report of the Secre tary of 


the Navy, and appendix, have instructed me to 
report back the same with a recommendation that 
HM pass, 

REFERENCE OF TILE PRESIDEN r’s MESSAGE, 
On motion of Mr. DOOLITTLE, it was 


hat so mach of the Pr 
affairs with the 


Ordered, 
late to 


sident’s message as re 
jndian tribes be referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 
On motion of Mr. GRIMES, it was 
Ordered, That so much of the President's message as re- 


lates to the benevoleut institutions established or patronized 


by the Governmentin the Distrietof Columbia be reterred 
to the Cenmiiice on the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 

Ordered, That so muchot the President's message as re 
lates to the financial affairs of the United States be referred 
10 the Committee on Finance. 

Ou motion of Mr. COLLAMER, it was 

Ordered, "Vhat s0 much of the President's message as re 
lates to the Post Otlice Department be referred tu the Com 
mittee on the Post Otliee and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 

Ordered, ‘That somuch of the Prosident’s message as re 
lates to military affairs be referred lo the Commitice on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. ’ 


On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, it was 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as re 


lates to the comm u interests of the United States be 
referred to the Committee on Oommerce. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, tt was 
Ordered, That ch ofthe President's nessage as re 
lates to the agricultural interests of the United Stvstes be 

referred to the Committee on Agrieulture. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 

Ordered, Phat so much of the Pre 
lates to the public nds of tha Dut 
the Connnittee on Public Lands, 


NAVAL ACTING APPOINTMENTS. 
r. HALE submitted the following resolution ; 


sideut’s message as re- 
d States be reierred to 


M 


which was me d vy Unanimous CON ala 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of pro 
viding by law that appointments in the navals service, com 


monly called © acting appointments,” be submitted to the 
Senate for confirmation, in ail cases where similar appoint 
ments in the regular Navy are required to be submitted to 
the Senate. 

REVISION OF TIE STATUTES. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 offer the following resolu- 
tion, which is identical with one which L first of- 
fered in this body twelve years ago, and [ ask for 
its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected to consider the expediency of providing by law for 
the appointment of commissioners to revise the public stat 
utes of the United States; to simplify their language ; to 
t their incongruities ; to supply their defieiencies ; to 
arrange them in order; to reduce them to one connected 
text; and to report them thus improved to Congress for its 
final action, to the end that the publie statutes, which all 
are <i sumed to Know, may be in such form as to be ffiore 
within the apprehension of all, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I think 
had better lie over for the present. 


Mr. SUMNER. It is a resolution of inquiry. 


corre 


that resolution 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Thenl have no obje cuuon. 

Mr. JOHNSON, Is ita resolution of inquiry 
altogether ? 

Mr. SUMNER. Iisa resolution of inquiry. 


It is one that I have had the honor of offering in 
this body at every Congress for twelve years, ‘and 
[ hope during the present Congress to obtain 
some final action upon it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crank.) 
Obj ction being made, it lies over under the rule. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL subseque ntly s said: Lraised 
an objection a short time siuce to the considera- 
tion of a resolution introduced by the Senator 
from Massachusetts. I desire now to withdraw 
that objection, understanding the resolution more 
distinetly than I did when it was first read. 

Other business intervening, 
the objection did not bring up the resolution for 


| consideration, 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


[r. HALE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend the act entitled 


"An act to establish and equalize the grade of 


line officers of the United States Navy,” ap- 
proved July 16, 1862. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas, asked, and by unani- 


mous conse nt obtained, 
(S. No. 9) ) prohibiting speculative transactions in 
cold, silver, and foreign exchange; which was 
rend twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

He also, in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 10) 
for the relief of the officers of the fourth and fifth 
Indian regiments; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. FOOT asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 11) 
granting public lands to the People’s Pacific Rail- 
road Company, to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road and telegraphic line to the Pacific coast by 
the northern route; which was read twice by its 
title, 

Mr. FOOT. | move that the bill lie on the table, 
and | bee leave to remark ina word, that it is not 
improbable thata special committee may be raised 
on the whole subject of a Pacific railroad, but I 


| de not wish to bring myself within the rule of 


courtesy for a place on such committee by mov- 
ing its appointment; but L will say that if such a 
committee shall be raised, I shall then move the 


| reference of this bill to that committee; otherwise 


to some. of the standing committees of the body. 
L move that the bill be printed, 

The bill was laid on the table and erdered tobe 
printed, 

Mr. HENDRICKS, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to intreduce a 
bill (S. Noy 12) extending the time within which 
the States and ‘Territories may accept the 
lands made by the act entitled ‘An act donating 
public lands to the several States and Territories 
which may provide colleges for the benefitof ag- 
riculture and the mechanic arts,’’ approved July 


grantof 


12, 1862; which was read twice by its ude. 


the withdrawal of 


THH CONGRESSIONAL GL OBE. 


ate for a few minutes upon that resolution, 


_Dec ‘ember 15, 


HEN DR LC KS. 


i move the 


reference of 
ry ill to the Committee on Public Lands, thoush, 
| believe the measure originated with the C 


Ol- 


nutteeon Agriculture. Itseemsto me more py 
erly to be sae to the Commitee on Public Li inds, 
and IT therefore move that reference. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LANE, of ladiane, asked, and by unan- 
lmous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 13) to amend an pe entitled An act to 
define and punish certain conspiracies,’ passed 
July 31, 1861; as also the twenty-fourth section 
of an act entitled **An act for enrolling and 
ing out the national forces, and for other puy- 
poses,’? passed March 3, 1863; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committce 
on the dodscinry 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolution (8. No. 4) authorizing thie 
Secretary of War to appoint a board of officers 
to audit the accounts of the citizens of Lawrence , 
Kansas; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. As I desire to submit 
some remarks to the Senate before this resolution 
shall be referred to a committee, | move that it li: 
on the table for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, aad by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
hution ig No.5) of thanks to Major General Am- 
brose E. Burnside, and the officers 
have — under his command; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the € Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to 
be printed. 

EXCIIANGE OF PRISONERS 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Pri sident, I propose to call 
up the resolution which I submitted a few days 
ago on the subject of the exchange of prisoners, 
and [I propose to occupy the attention of the Sen- 
Lask 


and men who 


that the resolution be read. 

The Secretary read the following resolution, 
which was submitted by Mr. Davis on the 8th 
iustant: 


Resolved, That the refusal of the rebel authorities to ex 


| change negro soldiers, or their officers, or any class of pri 
| oners from the United States Army, shoald not prevent or 


leave to introduce a bill |! 


suspend exchanges by our military authorities for any other 
class of prisoners; and justice, policy, and humanity de- 
mand that, as fast as it can be done, our brave and suficring 
countrymen should be delivered trom their captivity. 


Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I understand from 
the report of the Secretary of War that ye 
are in the rebel prisons in Richmond, and t 
neighborhood, about thirteen. thousand hi ite 
prisoners captured from the armies of the United 
States; that **well-authenticated statements show 
that our troops held as prisoners of war were de- 
prived of shelter, clothing, and food, and some 
have perished from exposure and famiue;’’ and 
that those prisoners ‘fare now supplied with food 
and raiment by this Government, and by our be- 
nevolent and charitable associations and indi- 
viduals.’? We have it from numerous and reliabl 
sources of information, and from many of the 
captives themselves, that there is a state of great 
destitation in Richmond, and that their own sul- 
ferings for want of food, clothing, and proper 
—— apartments are very gre at; that from the 

causes many have alread y died, and others are 
daily dyi ig. Ifthose brave martyrs to their coun- 
try’s cause had been exchanged early in their cap- 
tivity, many of them had not now pe rished fi 
vaunt want and disease in loathsome prisons, but 
would have lived to return to their homes, their 
families, and their friends. 

Why were not these true and he roic men eXx- 
changed within a reasonable time after their cap- 
tivity? The Secretary of War, in his report, has 
spoken upon this subject, but not explicitly as to 
some points. {le says: 

When the Government commenced erganizing colored 
troops, the rebel leader, Davis, by solemn and official proe 
lamation, announeed tat the colored troops and their whtte 
officers, if captured, would not be recognized as prisoners 
of war, bat would be given up for punishment by the Siate 
ithorities.”’ 

As l understand, here lies the chief dificr 
between the United States and the rebels 10} 
tion to this matter of exchanging prisoners: (icy 
are required to treat negrocs t 


im 
w 


captured by them 
with arms in their hands, ana their officers, 28 


| prisoners of wer, and to exchange them fur while 








E 
: 





‘their army captured by ours. General 
Hitcheock, our commissioner for the exchange 
rs, says in a leer on this subje ct: 
i ly known that when the Congress of the 
| States proceeded to authorize by law the employ 

antof colored troops for the suppression of the rebellion, 
ther » was throughout the whole length and breadth of the 
oythone universal cry ot real or well-affected indignation, 
oe unpa inied with the wildest threats of vengeance against 
cuchotlicers 1s mig ght be captured with colored troops, while 
the colored sol licrs themselves it was everywhere believed 
chonld be either ‘returned or sold into stavery.’ It was 
everywhere published throughout the South that this class 
of troops Were not entitled to, and should not receive, the 
voreetionof the hiwsof war, and the strongest terms which 
i ifuriate madness could devise or invent were used in con- 
femnation ot the measure authorized by the United States 
Government 

When the Constitution, by express words, di- 
rects any operation of Government, and names the 
dk partae nt or officer by which it is to be per- 
formed, and also the instrumentality and mode 
of performance, all other departments, officers, 
modes, and instrumentalities are excluded, and 
those named only can be legitimately used. This 
rule of construction is universally applied to all 
constitutions, and every other instrament of writ- 
ing. Another undeniable principle, which has 
been often recognized by the Supreme Court, is, 
that when the Constitution vests in the United 
States any power, or charges them to do any act, 
all such provisions create legislative powers, and 
Congress alone can execute “the m. 

The United States Government wholly, and, 


we 


a fortiori, its departments and officers, singly or | 


in any combination, cannot exercise any powers 
whatever but such as are conferred upon them by 
the Constitution. Many unenumerated auxiliary 
Pp Oye rs 
legislative, executive, and judicial departments to 
execute the powers which the Constitution by its 
language confers upon thern respectively; but the 
whole of that indefinite mass of powers is ex- 
pressly vested in Congress by this provision: 

‘The Congress shall have power to make all laws which 
shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution 
the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this 
Coustitution in the Government of the United States, or 
any department or officer thereof.” 

So far as the language of the Constitution, ex- 
pressly in words or by their implication, vests 
powers in any department or officer, the depart- 


mentor officer named can exercise only them with- || ' 


out legislation; and all other powers, however 
indispensably necessary to execute those con- 
ferred by the language of the Constitution, are 
vested exclusively in Congress, to be executed by 


are positively necessary to enable the | 


itself, or by the particular department or officer to | 


which they relate, or some other agency, as Con- 


gress by itslaw may name. Until it expressly by | 


its law authorizes the President, or the judiciary, 
or any officer of the Government to exercise the 
auxiliary power, it would be usurpation and vio- 
lation of the Constitution for either to assume it. 
‘Lhis important principle is clearly embodied in 
that instrument, and is distinctly recognized by 
the Supreme Court, in these words: 

‘Moreover, the Constitution of the United States, as far 
as ithas provided for an emergency of this kind, and au 
thorized the General Government to intertere in the domes- 
tic concerns of a State, has treated the subject as politica! 
in its nature, aud placed ghe power in the hands of that 
department. 

‘The fourth section of the fourth article of the Consti- 
tution of the United States provides trat the United States 
shall guaranty to every State in the Union a republican 
form of government, and shall protect each of them against 
inv asin 5 and, on the application of the Legislature or of 
the Exéeutive, (when the Legislature cannot be convened,) 
aginst domestic violenec. 

* Under this article of the Constitution it rests with Con- 
gress to decide what government is the esiablisbed one in 
uState. Poras the United States guaranty to each State 
arepublican government, Congress must necessarily decide 
what government is established in the State before it can 
determine whether it is republican or not. And when the 
Senators and Representatives of a State are admitted into 
the councils of tie Union, the authority of the government 
uder which they are appointed, as well as its republican 
character, is recognized by the proper constitutional au- 
thority. And its decision is binding on every other depart- 


ment of the Government, and could not be questioned in a | 


Judicial tribunal. tt is true that the contest in this case did 
hot last long enough to bring the matter to this issue; and 
is NO Senators or Representatives were elected uader the 
pes vority of the government of which Mr. Dorr was the 

cad, Congress was not called upon to decide the contro 

Versy. Yertthe right to decide is placed there, and uot in 
the courts nor in the Executive. 

** So, too, as relates to the clause inthe above-mentioned 
‘ticle of the Coustitution, pr@viding for cases of domestic 
Violenee. It rested with Congress, tov, to determine upou 
the means proper to be adopted to fulfill this guarantee. 
They might, if they iad deemed it most advisable to do 
80, have placed it iu the power of a cout to decide when 


the contingency bad happened v quired the Federal 
Government tointertere. ButCong thought otherwise 
and no doubt wisely; and, by the act of Pebroary 8s, 1795, 
provided, that ‘in case of au insurrection in any State 


against the government thereat, it shall be lawlul tor the 
President ot the United States, on application of the Le 
gistature of such State, or of the Executive, (when the 
Legislature exnnnot be convened,) to call forth such number 
of the militia of any otter State or States as may be ap 
plied for as he may judge suilicient to suppress sueh in- 
surrection,’ °—7 Howard’s Reports, p. 42, Luther vs, Bor 
den, 

Now, sir, that provision of the Constitution, and 
this decision of the Supreme Court in the import- 
ant Dorr case, establish that the only legitimate 
power under our Constitution and our system of 
government to recognize what is and what is not 
a proper government of a State »tode termine when 
the continge ney of a disturbance in the State or 
an insurrection has happened, and to a out the 
proper agency to meet the caseqj is Congress, 
and Congress alone, The President cannot in- 
tervene in any such state of case until Congress 
by its law, as it did by the act of 1795, vests the 
power so to intervene in the initiatory in the 
President of the United Stat s; and the court ex- 
pressly and emphatically declared that Congress, 


ifithad thought proper, might have vested this 


important discretion in the courts as we ll, but 
that they had acted wisely and practic ally in 


| vesting itin the President of the United States. 


| Vasions.”’ 


| dent. 


By the Constitution Congress, and Congress 
alone, has power *‘ to raise and supportarmies,”’ 


**to provide and maintain a navy,’’ ** to provide 


for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of 


the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
To Congress exclusively, and not to 
the President, belongs the authority to recognize 
astate of resistance to the execution of the laws, 
of insurrection, or invasion, which requires the 
calling forth the military power. To devise meas- 
ures and a policy to meet either of those condi- 
tions belongs to Congress, and not to the Presi- 
He has no authority to recognize even the 
existence of those states of case, and to put a mil- 
itary force in motion to meet them, without a law 
of Congress vesting him with that power. To 
Congress also belongs the authority to determine 
when the resistance to the execution of the laws 
has ceased, when the insurrection has been sup- 
pressed, and when the invasion has been repelled. 
The President cannot take cognizance of either 


| of those questions without the authority of a law 
| of Congress, and, in relation to insurrections, it 


has not passed such a law. 

The questions whether Congress could employ 
or authorize the raising of any ‘other forces to sup- 
press the existing insurrection than militia, and 
whether negroes could properly constitute a part 
of that militia, might well be made. Numerous 
tribes of [ndian savages of agreataggregate num- 
ber, at the time of the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion, resided, and still reside, in the United States; 
would it be compete nt for Congre ss to authorize 
the organization of those savages as part of the 
military powcr to suppress the e Xisting insurrec- 
tion? ‘I hold that the true principle of the Con- 
stitution is that insurrections are to be put down 
by citizens alone, and that negroes are not and 
cannot be made citizens. White menalone made 
our Government, and are the only parties to it. 
All our political partners are equal, and negroes 
cannot be admitted to that equality.. The colo- 
nies had all held Africans as slaves and property 
from about 1650; and those that were brought 
from their country were imported and sold into 
the colonies prince ipally by New England traders 
in that traffic. The rebellion against George III 
was first to resist aggression on the rights and 


| liberties of the white man, and ultimately for his 


independence and self-government, and notof the 
negro. ‘The old Articles of Confederation were 
made by the white man for his own defense and 
protection; the negro took no part in the work; 
nothing was assured to him by ity nor was he in 
any way its subject, or even thought of by the 
men who performed it. 

When independence was declared, all the colo- 
nies before yand States afterwards, sullheld slaves; 
and that great transaction was by 
lated to and was for the benefit only of white men; 
and the status, rights, and privileges of no negro 
in America, slave or free, were conferred, en- 
larged, or in any way affected by it. When the 
Conatitetion was formed and adopte d, no move- 
ment had been made by the States 


white men, re- 
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}ers until the rebels would exchange the 
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it was formed by white 
Gaove 


to abolish slavery; and 
' 


men alone, as their rnment, to secure only 


their rights and libertes, without cenferring or 
g to confer or recognize any in the negro, 
or touching im the remotest degree the condition 
of any one, bond or free, of that race. The ne- 
gro slave is recognized by the Constitution as 
property, and provision is made by ut for his 
rendition when he escapes from his owner into 
another State, The whole subjectof slavery and 
the manumission of slaves was retained by the 
peop le of the several States as matter of their do- 
mesticand local policy, to be regulated exclusively 
by their own governments and themselves; and 
in these primary depositorics the Constitution 
left the whole subject. But waiving, and even 
conceding, the power of Congress w authorize 
the enlistment of free negroes and slaves also, 

would it not have been the best polic y nol te Lene 

made soldiers of them? ‘The slaves being prop- 
erty, the United States had the right to use them 
for labor on the same conditions as othe r prep- 
erty. As teamsters, laborers on military works, 
and in other ways, many more of them than have 
been enlisted could have been advantage ously 
used, and the white men so employed could have 
been put in the field. They would then have been 
of more value than they will be as soldiers; and 
another cause of intense aversion andof united 
and desperate resistance by the rebels, and of deep 
dissatisfacuon of the loyal slaveholders every- 
where, would have been avoided, The ob loquy 
of taking from loyal and true men their property 
by the Government which they. were striving to 


brilenadis 


|| uphold, would not have fixed its indelible stain 


on our national character. The difficulty of the 
rebels having negroes taken prisoners in battle, 
with arms in their hands, fighting against their 
owners, and refusing to exchange for them as 
prisoners of war, would not have arisen, 

But conceding, for the argument, that it was 
both legally right and wise policy to enlist negro 
slaves in the armies of the United States, the pres- 
ent question is,shall ten timesas many white sol- 
diers languish in want and destitution in loath- 
some prisons, and many of them die of consequent 
starvation and disease, to force the rebels to ex- 
change their negro prisoners? | have seen in the 
papers within the last few months this statement 
about this matter: Mr. Lincoln was written to, 
and requested to suspend all exchanges of prison- 
white 
officers of negro troops who had beeu captured by 
them. ‘The President was represented as refusing 
to take that position, be SCAUSC, first, there were 
not many prison rs of the class of officers of ne- 
gro corps, and it would be unjust to the greatly 
more numerous class of white prisoners who were 
not in that category. Seeond, the white officers 
who undertook to command negro forces got 
quicker promotion than if they had remained or 
joing d the service in white corps. ‘Third, those 
officers knew this hazard of their service ‘before 


| they assumed it, by the previous threats of Jeff. 


Davis and the re “be | authorities, published in the 
uewspapers. 
kvery person willconeede that the United States 
authorities, having enlisted negro soldiers, wheth- 
er rightfully or wrongfully, are bound to make all 
reasonable efforts to protect them as captives; but 
not by continuing white men in prison where they 
are in a perishing condition for want of raiment 
and food, and many of them are dying from dis- 
eases thereby engendered. If this protraction of 
their sufferings, this loss of health and mortality 
of many of the white captives, would prolong the 
lives o1 give increase d health and stre ngth o recom- 
forts to the hegro prisoners, then there might be 
asceming pretext, forthose who give the first place 
in their sympathies to that race, for white men to 
be continued in torture, and even to die by starva- 
tion, for their good. But when the protraction of 
the sufferings of the white prisoners brings no al- 
Jeviation to the negroes, what is the motive with 
our authorities to continue them? It is, that the 
wasting forms, the waning health, and the dying 
groi unsofou r heroic white captive soldiersin Libby 
and other rebel prisons shall continue, until they 
imoral force to constrain the rebel authort- 
tics to deliver from captivity at the same time the 
prisoners of both races. I[f the rebels, in this 
matter, violate the usages of modern warfare, pun- 
ish them, and not citizens and white men, wlio 
volunteered in the cause of the Union, the Con 


creat 
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stitution, and the laws, and who are so unfortu- 


nate as to be prisoners. If the officials who thus 
continue them in miserable captivity could be 
sent to take their places, I would not interpose a 
word of objection. But, according to my concep- 
tion of justice, humanity, and policy, [insist that 
early and energetic efforts should have been made, 
should now and should continue to be made, for 
their exchange. If every man in captivity from 
our armies were white, and the rebel authorities 
were willing toexchange for part, and not for all, 
those thatcould be should be delivered from such 
a horrid captivity. Our Government should make 
every effort for the liberation of all; but failing as 
to part, it would be cruel injustice for it to decide 


that the others should remain until their captors | 
Brave | 


would consent that all should go forth. 
and magnanimous men would neverask that their 
companions in prison should be held there to lan- 


guish and die because they could not get out, but | 
in the realization of its horrors, and the nobleness | 


of theirown hearts, they would exclaim, * let all 


who can go free.’’ 


This is another point of collision in the war be- 
tween the two races that has been slowly arising 
for many years, that was destined in the ordinary 
course of events to increase in extent and fierce- 
ness,and which fanatics and demagogues are reck- 
lessly urging forward, even though it should be- 
come demoniac in itscharacter. The abolitionists 
are the original architects of this great civil war. 
Slavery and property in African slaves was es- 
tablished by the practice of the civilized world, 
upheld by the laws of nations, protected by the 
laws of the original thirteen States, and recognized 
by the Federal Constitution, and, where it existed 
in any State, declared by Mr. Lincoln himself to 
be outside of the pale of his authority as Presi- 


dent, and also of Congress. The people of one 


State had no right to assail slavery in another 
State, because the subject belonged exclusively to 
the State and its people. But some of the people 
of the free States, as far back as 1832, began to 


agitate against slavery in other States. They es- | 
tablished newspapers to labor in that work. They 


proclaimed, ** no union with slaveholders.’’ They 
denounced the Constitution, because it recognized 
slavery and gave some protection to the owners 
of that property, as ‘fa covenant with death and 


an agreement with hell.’’ They, for that cause, || 
made incessant war upon the Constitution for its | 


overthrow, and were impelled, by their malignant 
and frenzied hate of it, publicly to burn a copy 
of it. The glorious ensign of the United States, 
the creation of the Constitution, they scoffed and 
denounced as a flaunting lie. By sermons, lec- 
tures, and public addresses, in tracts and treatises, 
in the family circle, the school-house, and the 
pulpit, by printing and pictorial representations, 
they circulated thousands of flagitious falsehoods 
against slaveholders. With daring impiety they 
declared that “if the Bible recognized slavery it 
was not their Bible; if God sanctioned slavery he 
was not their God.”’ 

The members of the churches North cut off from 
their religious fellowship members of the same 
churches South. The execution of the fugitive 
slave luw was resisted by armed mobs in several 
of the free States, by acts of outrageous violence 
and murder; and by an insurrection in Massachu- 
setts, which made war and committed treason 
against the United States,and murdered a citizen 
employed in the execution of its law. The first 
fugitive slave law had been passed by Congress 
under Washington’s administration and approved 
by him; and the constitutionality of it, and of the 
law of 1850, had been sustained by the unanimous 
judgment of the Supreme Court and all the dis- 
trict courts of the United States; and yet some 
half dozen of the free States passed laws avowedly 
to antagonize with and defeat their provisions. 
‘Those who executed or assisted in the execution 
of the fugitive slave laws of Congress were de- 
clared felons by the laws of those States, and sub- 
ject to be punished by confinement in their peni- 
tenuaries. The personal liberty law of Ohio was 
framed specially to defeat the fugitive slave law 
in that State, and to punish as felons all who ex- 
ecuted or aided in its execution. The two laws 
were in direct conflict; and if one was executed 
the other was thereby nullified; and the present 
Secretary of the Treasury, when Governor of 
Ohio, issued his proclamation, declaring that the 





| surrection, which was suppressed by President 


| slave law; and the raid of John Brown into Vir- 


| tional, revolutionary, and destructive. 


| which itdyed very black, into its service; and with 
| those mighty forces and allies itseems to be sweep- 


| despotism; but sooner or later the freemen of 


| which they hope to rivet at the next presidential 
| election, will arouse themselves from their leth- 


| the laws to our utmost limits, assure all the people, 
| North and South, the practical enjoyment of all 


| onet, and by that mode getting lease of power 


| Cromwell or Bonaparte, for whom they had pre- 


the forces of that State to execute it. It was by 


| these infractions of the Constitution and these 


outrages that so many of the southern people were 
prepared to be beguiled by their ambitious and 
corrupt leaders into a rebellion against a Govern- 


| ment that had never oppressed them, and that was 
| the best hope of their country and of mankind. | 


Secession was no remedy for any evil, but was 


| certain to aggravate all existing evils, and to in- 
| troduce a thousand more, inestimably more griev- 
| ous. Instead of protecting or adding a tittle to the 


security of slave property, it has, as I declared 
in my public addresses before it came, damaged | 
slavery a thousand times more than all the causes | 
that were then actively working againstit. Yea, 
I then said that slavery would be in danger of utter | 
subversion from northern demagogues and fanat- 
ics, presidential and congressional usurpations of | 
power, and the §uickened cupidity and passions of 
millions of people. Before the rebellion the aboli- | 
tionists were but a small and impotent faction. | 
Theirachievements had been extensively to poison 
and frenzy the minds and hearts of the people of | 
the free States against all slaveholders, and to get 
up sporadic riots and murders, and the Boston in- 


Fillmore; to prevent the execution of the fugitive 


ginia. But the rebellion has given that faction | 
tremendous force, and the present possession of 
the Government, a soldiery counted by hundreds 
of thousands, and millions of good people who 
previously rejected their projects as unconstitu- 
i It enabled 
that faction to conscript the last Congress, the Pres- 
identand his Cabinet, the armies and navies of the | 
United States, and the entire Republican party, 


ing triumphantly on, over the prostrate Constitu- 
tion of the United States and the liberties of the 
people, to the utter annihilation of slavery, and the 
overthrow of the constitutions, laws, and social 
organization of all the slave States. They are 
now reveling and frantic in the possession and 
exercise of unlimited power. They may bring 
down ruin upon slavery and the rebel States; they | 
may subvert our system of government, consist- 
ing of a divided sovereignty between the nation 
and the States; they may, for the time, override 
all the rights and the liberties of the people, guar- 
antied to them in their Constitution, by a military 





America, around whom they are throwing chains 


argy, and, in the potential vindication of free 
speech, of a free press, and free elections, they | 
will rescue their Constitution and popular liberty 
from these destructives, and restore the Union as it 
was, raise aloft a prostrate Constitution, enforce 


their rights, privileges, and liberties, and thus 
bring back to our torn and bleeding country secu- 
rity, peace, fraternity, and happiness. 

But if this glorious regeneration should be de- | 
feated by the destructives interposing by the bay- 


another term, they would bring down upon the | 
whole country acivil war more extensive, bloody, 
and frightful than the world has ever witnessed, 
and before the glowing, baleful fires of which those | 
now burning would pale. The raging storm would 
sweep over the feeble men in power; and another 


pared the way, would be called up by the heaving 
and tumbling of the whole social fabric, and would 
sweep them in their utter helplessness from their | 
unstable places and power into suddén ruin and | 
eternal infamy. 

At the beginning of the rebellion, the exhibition 
of unity and devotion by the people of the loyal 
States to their Union and their Cofistitution and 
Government was sublime, while the dissension 
of the people of the seceded States gave bright 
omen of their early submission. Then was the 
time to move upon the insurrection under the pan- | 


oply of the Constitution and laws, with the sword || a: the bottom of which is an effort to overthrow that prip- 


in the one hand and the olive branch in the other. | 


If the United States authorities had moved into || © 
| foreed upon them that very day.’’ 


any of the rebel States, except South Carolina, 


’ and taken possession with an army sufficient to || 
law of Ohio should be executed if it required all || hold it, and to give protection and security to all | 








December 15, 
its people, two thirds of them would have ac- 
knowledged and would have adhered faithfully 
to their country and its symbol, ‘the stars and 
the stripes.”’ 

Congressand the President began aright the sup- 
pression of the insurrection. He declared that he 
had ‘* neither the power nor the inclination to in- 
terfere with slavery in the States;’’ that if he pos- 
sessed himself of Jand, and another man of slaves, 
they ‘* both had an equal and the same guarantee of 
Constitution and law for their property.’ In com- 
munication to the Emperor of the French, throuch 
Secretary Seward and Minister Dayton, he said: 

“The rights of the States and the condition of every hiu- 
man being in them will remain precisely the same, whether 
the revolution shall succeed or whether it shall fail. Inone 


| case the States would be federally connected with the new 


confederacy ; in the other they would,as now, be members 
of the United States; but their constitutions and laws, cus- 
toms, habits, and ipetitutions, in either case will remain the 
same.”? 

The Senate, within four days after the first battle 
of Bull Run, except three Senators, and the House 
of Representatives | believe with entire unanimity, 
passed Mr. Crittenden’s just, wise, and imperish- 
able resolution. That resolution cannot be too 
often read by the American people; it cannot be 
too deeply graven on their memories and their 
hearts and their minds, and [| therefore again 
read it: 

“Resolved, Thatthe present deplorable civil war has been 
forced upan the country by the disunionists of the southern 
States, now in arms against the coustitutional Goverument, 
and in arms around the capital; that in this national emer 
gency, Congress, banishing all feelings of mere passion or 
rescutinent, will recollect only its duty to the whole coun- 


| try; that this war is not waged on their partin any spirit of 


oppression, or for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, 
or purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or 
established institutions of those States, but to defend and 
maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, and to preserve 
the Union with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the 
several States unimpaired; and that as soon as these ob- 
jects are accomplished the war ought to cease.”’ 

Sir, if there were ever words of truth and wis- 
dom conceived or written or spoken by man since 
he was created, they are embodied in that wise 
and statesmanlike resolution. Ifthat had remained 
the law of the war to put down this rebellion, and 
competent leaders and sufficient force: had been 
thrown into the field to conduct it, the war would 


| long ago have ceased by the submission of the 


|| rebel States, and the reconstruction of the Union 


under our glorious Constitution. 

But by the next session, the party in power 
in the two Houses, who had resolved upon the 
destruction of slavery, fas aul nefas, commenced 


| systematic and well-considered operations to ef- 
| fectuate their fixed and cherished object; but the 


| President proceeded with characteristic caution 


and address. But not only the numbers but the 


| eo of this party have grown and expanded. 


heir first phase was to sever the States and to 
subvert the Constitution by making many years’ 
war upon both, because they protected slavery. 
But having forced Congress and the President to 
disregard all the guards and restraints of the Con- 


| stitution, and usurp the necessary powers to effect 





it, the entente cordiale is established between them 
by which one of the contracting parties is to have 
all power, constitutional and usurped, for another 
term, leaving the future thereafter to take care of 
itself; and the other party is to have the utter ex- 
tinction of slavery, not with the sudden and revo- 
lutionary violence they desired, butif more slowly 
more surely, and with less danger of a reaction 
that would be fatal to both parties. 

The original abolitionists, and many of their 
new converts, now boldly declare for negro equa!- 
ity; and their most eloquent orator goes the whole 
figure, ‘liberty, equality, brotherhood, and ama!- 
gamation.”’ ‘The President, ina public speech in 
this city, on the occasion of a great rejoicing for 
the great and important successes of our arms on 
the Mississippi, said: 

* Eighty-odd. years since, the 4th day of July, for the 
first time in the world, a union body of representatives de 
clared, as a self-evident truth, that all men were created 
equal.” 

“Another of our Presidents, fifty years afterwards, was 


| called from the stage of existence, and on the same day of 


the month ; and now, on this 4th day of July just passed, 
when a gigantic rebellion has risen in the tand, precisely 


ciple, that all men are created equal, we have a surrender 
of one of their most powerfifl positions and powerful armies 


And more recently, at the consecration of the 
Soldiers’ Cemetery at Gettysburg, he spoke to 
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the same effect upo 
he, t 
and le 


declared publicly for white and negro and univer- || I think it never will. It makes it a penal offense 


sul equality. Equality without amalgamation is 
: but | venture this opinion, that any 
amalgamation he may declare for will be theo- 
retical. Indeed, I have yet to learn that any of 
them teach by example as well as by precept. 
The President goes for this equality upon the 
eelf-evident law of nature. The practice of the 
world for three thousand five hun red years, the 
jaws of nations, the constitutions and laws of all | 
the States at one time, and still of a large number | 
of them, the Constitution of the United States, 
the judgments of the Supreme Court, of the whole 
American judiciary, recognize andestablish prop- 
erty in slaves, which is expressly guarantied to 
the owners by the amendatory provisions of the 
Constitution; and yet the President, by hisedict, 
attempts to deprive their owners of that property, 
and at one swoop at many States declares that | 
the loyal as well as disloyal owners are deprived 
of them. He asserts that his proclamation, and 
their enlistment in the military service, not only | 
frees but makes citizens of them at the end of 
their service Citizens of one State, by the Con- 
stitution, have all the rights and privileges of citi- 
zens inthe other States. 

{| suppose, then, that under the magic power 
which I believe the President deduces from mili- 
tary necessity, he is authorized to issue his impe- 
rial edict to override the Constitution of the United | 
States, the laws and constitutions of all the slave | 
States, to nullify the decisions of the Supreme | 
Court and of allits justices; and by his word, by 
his mighty fiat, in the remote absence as well as 
the immediate presence of armies, to knock the fet- 
ters from the slaves, and proclaim them to be free. 
Sir, if the President of the United States has that 
imperial power, he is the greatest of living auto- | 
crats; the greatest of all the autocrats that have 
ever lived. ‘The Czar of all the Russias and the 
leaden despot of Austria have tame and impo- | 
tent powers when contrasted with this imperial 
emperor of this western world, 

Sir, there are many States, free States, in the 
Union that prohibit free negroes from settling 
within their limits; they have positive laws to pro- | 
hibit their intermarriage with the whites; and | 
those laws obtain in slave and in free States. It 
isa law of my own State; and in addition to that, 
although in Kentucky a man may kberate his 
slaves, he is required by our constitution to take 
them outside the limits of the State. And yet this 
votent edict, this proclamation of Abraham I, this 
imperial ukase looms up with a vigorand a power | 
that no man two years ago ever imagined or 
dreamed of; overrides the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, all its guarantees of liberties, rights, 
and privileges; all its restrictions and limitations | 
of power; overturns the laws and constitutions of 
the sovereign States of the United States, because, 
except within the limited scope of the powers of 
the United States, the States and their govern- | 
ments are sovereign. Within the scope of its 
powers, the Government of the United States is 
paramount, supreme. Every constitution and law 
of a State, every judicial decision, ne principle 
announced by any State governmental authority 
that comes in conflict with the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government, as conferred by the Constitu- 
tion, falls to the ground. But, then, so far as that 
Constitution does not vest the original power of | 
the States, the original political sovereignty of the 
States and the people of the States, it remains to 
them; and it is an essential and vital principle of 
our system that the limits between the two gov- 
ernments shall be kept separate and distinct, and 
itis as much unauthorized and unconstitutional 
for the President and the authorities of the United 
States to encroach upon their portion of the divided 
sovereignty, the reserved rights of the States and | 
the people, all, indeed, that is not conferred by the | 
language of the Constitution on the General Gov- 
ernment, as it is for the States or their authorities 
or people toencroach upon the Federal power. The 
officers of either, when they attempt by an array 
of armed mien to resist the execution of the laws of 
the other, are respectively guilty of the crime of 
treason against the United States, or against the 
particular State whose laws are thus opposed and | 
attempted to be overthrown by military men. 


impossible 











| white citizens. 
| the offices of the States. 


|| for any clergyman to intermarry between the 
|| races. 


he free negroes have no eligibility to office, 
no right of suffrage, and I trust never will have 
any with us. And yet, sir, in my State there is 
as much humanity,as much of kind treatment to 
the negro population, as there is in the vaunted 
North, or anywhere beside. But this presidential 
proclamation looms up. It conscripts all the 


| negroes that the military officers may choose, 


whether they are slave or free, whether they be- 
long to the loyal or disloyal, into the armies of the 
United States. It declares that from thenceforth 
they are and shall be free; and the President says, 
in addition, that when they have served out their 
time of service they become citizens of the United 
States. Mr. President, [Mr. Fosrer in the chair,] 
you are a lawyer, you are a constitutional lawyer, 
you are a conservative statesman. You know, 
and IT know, that there are but two classes of cit- 
izenship in the United States. We might differ 
upon the broad principle whether citizenship was 
restricted exclusively to the white race, which is 


my principle, but upon this subordinate question, | 


I know, sir, that you and I wou!d accord in opin- 
ion. There are but two modes by which citizen- 
ship of the United States can be obtained. The 
one is by birth, the other is by a uniform rule of 
naturalization prescribed by Congress. The whole 
subject of acquiring citizenship, except by birth, 


is, by express provision of the Constitution, vested | 


in Congress. That provision necessarily excludes | 


from the President, or from any other functionary 
of the Government, all power to interfere with the 
subject. 
cer or authority in this Government; and yet here 
comes up the President’s proclamation and annuls, 
annihilates that principle of the Constitution. As 


It shares this power with no other offi- | 


I before said, it sweeps away all the State con- | 


stitutions and State laws that conflict with it. 
The portals of the State governments and all their 


honors, trusts, and offices are thus, nolens volens, | 


in defiance of their constitutions and laws, opened 
to the negroes, who are thus to become freedmen, 
and then citizens, by the President’s proclamation. 
The Constitution declares expressly that the citi- 
zens of one State shall have all the mghtsand priv- 
ileges of citizens of the other States; and there- 
fore no State constitution, no State laws, would 


| make any discrimination as to rights and privi- | 


leges between these citizens of African descent, 


thrown off from the presidential mint, and its | 
They thus become eligible to all | 


Their Legislatures, 
their judicial departments, their Executives, are all 


opened to them by this new and all-dominating | 


power. Whatis its effect in relation to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States? It also opens all 
the offices of the United States to them. 


They 1] 


o. a ° | 
thereby become eligible to seats in the two Houses 


of Congress, to the supreme and inferior courts. 
They may be appointed to foreign embassies, and 
become candidates for the Presidency and Vice 
Presidency. It produces all these mighty changes 
in the organization of our Government in its great 
and fundamental principles, and the harmony, like 
that of the spheres, between the Federal and State 
Governments, is broken up by the President bring- 
ing into active operation the undefined and unde- 


finable, but tremendous, powers conferred upon | 


” 


him by * military necessity.’? There is no re- 
striction, no limit, to this, his power, in time of 
war, but it reigns supreme over everybody and 
everything. Such is his novel but imperial theory. 

Sir, I, for one, protest, and intend to protest as 
long as [ have reason and voice, against such a 
monstrous and destructive revolution as the Exec- 
utive is striving to consummate. The Constitution 
of the United States is supreme. The President 
of the United States has but limited powers, and 
they are expressly named and conferred by that 
instrument. Every power which is included by 
name and necessary implication in the language 
used in conferring those powers upor him is cer- 
tainly carried with it; but those unnumbered, aux- 
iliary powers which are necessary and proper and 
indispensable to organize our Government, and 
to put its departments in complete operation, are, 
by express language, vested in Congress, and the 
President can no more touch one of them, until 
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n the point of equality. So || My State does not recognize any political, much 
oo, has not only surrendered constitutional || less social equality on the part of the negro with 
.gal slavery to the abolitionists, but he has || the white man, whether the negro be bond or free. 





ut 


he is authorized to do so by an express act of 
Congress, than he can establish a monarchy and 
place a crown upon his head. 

Mr. President, this war of racesisurgedon. It 
is urged on by infatuated reason or by sinister de- 
sign. Be the cause the one or the other, its effects 
to the country and to our system of government 
are the same. Whatever the motive may be for 
these reckless innovations, these outrageous usurp- 
ations of power and infractions of the Constitu- 
tion, their consequences are the same. I admit 
that a great many men abhor the rebellion. Ido, 
myself, from my deepest soul. I believe that its 
authors have committed the greatest crime of 
which the records of the world make any mention; 
but, sir, even if it were necessary, | would not 
permanently give up the Constitution of my coun- 
try, and the liberties which it secures to the people, 
to prevent this division of the Union; I would 
not give up the freedom and the charter of free- 
dom which was fabricated by Washington and his 
immortal associates. What would a great and 
extended country be worth to men who love free- 
dom, if it be ruled by aconsolidated military des- 
potism? ladhere to the Constitution; I will fight 
under it and for it, and in avoiding the Scylla of 
secession, I never will willingly rush into the 
destroying gulf, the Charybdis of abolition mili- 
tary centralization and despotism; and yet, while 
so many people are avoiding the one source of 
destruction, they are rushing heedlessly on to the 
other. 

Sir, there is but one definition of loyalty, and 
that is, fidelity to the Constitution and to al! its 
agents, whether legislative, executive, or judicial, 
in the constitutional and legal performance of their 
duties. All the officers of those three classes, and 
no part of them, form the administration of it. 
The Government is the Constitution and laws of 
the United States. When that Government is 
assailed by open and audacious rebels, or by 
those who are administering, conspiring to, or by 
ignorance or maladministration subverting it, 
whether from Congress, or the President, or the 
Army, there is no true loyalty but to defend it, 


| the Constitution and the laws, against any or all 
| those assailants. 


Mr. President, how infinitely better it would 
have been for the South, and the whole United 
States, had they never seceded and never reared 
the standard ofrebellion! Iftheir military power 
in every field could have been stricken down and 
annihilated by the armies of the Union within six 
or twelve months after the firing on Fort Sumter, 
by wise and constitutional administration, the 
great mass of the southern people would have 
yielded long since to the Constitution, laws, and 
authority of the United States; the Union would 
have been restored, and a united country would 


| ° + 
| now be progressing in a career of peace and pros- 


perity. Sir, if my fiat could prevail, if my aspi- 
ration to Omnipotence could be heard and granted, 
it would be for the defeat of the rebel armies 
everywhere to-morrow, not only for the good of 
my own State, for my own Government, for the 
loyal States, but especially for the rebel States, 
the deluded and misguided masses. The longer 
this war continues, the worse it will be for the 
people in rebellion, and how infinitely worse for 
the slave institution of those States! The aboli- 


| tionists are as deeply impressed with these truths 


aslam. The great mass of the moderate, con- 
servative Republicans, at one time did not act 


| with them, but they and that party, and hundreds 
| and thousands of others who did not belong to 


either organization, and the whole Government of 


| the United States, are now combined to putdown 


| very; but the politicians of the 


slavery there now, and ultimately every where. 
gut, sir, the party in power has modified its 
purposes and its policy since the commencement 
of this war. With the abolitionists proper, then 
and now, the avowed object was to wipe out sla- 
yarty In power, 
the Administration, which Mr. Phillips declared 
to be only a committee located in Washington for 
the management of the next presidential canvass, 
have,as Ll conceive, three objects at this time, and 
their objects are in this order: the first and para- 
mount is to perpetuate their own party power at 
all hazards, and, by all the means which the peo- 
ple of the United States will tolerate them to use, 
to continue themselves and their friends in office, 
to have the distribution of the greatest and richest 
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amount of 


spoils, of the Jargest patronage of of- 


fices civil and military, and the disbursement of a 
revenue, that the world bas ever known, Their 
secon purpore, is toannihilate sa ve ry everywhe re 
in the United State ss and their third one is, after 


stitutions and the liberties of the States are 
subverted by their usurpations of power, to hold 
the States together upon the fragments of a shat- 
tered Constitution by the despotic, military, im- 
perial power which they mtend to found upon the 
revoluuon and ruin of our entire system, 

Sir, in relation to the particular subject before 
the Senate, | would ask, how many negro soldiers 
are now in the service of the United States, and 
low many of them are prisoners? ‘The Secretary 
of War reports some fifty thousand, if I recollect 


the con 


aright. I believe there is no such pumber. | 
doubt whether there are, in actual service, half 
that number fit and armed for military duty; but 


they say they will go on conseripting and enlist- 


ing and organizing until they ratse a negro force 


of three hundred thousand. The Secretary of 
War, as I understand, says that he intends to 
commence enlistments of the negro population, 
free and slave, into the regular Army for five 
years. The General-in-Chief proclaimed months 
ago—l vive the substance and meaning of his lan- 
guage—that we would carry on this war triumph- 
antly to the subjugation of the rebels, and when 
it closed we would plant out feet upon the necks 
of the sneaks (to use his phrase) who had dared 
to oppose the war policy of the President. Sir, 
you could never enlist a white force to do that 
work of despotism, of crime, and of cruelty. The 
general-in-chief for such a work must have a 
force of Janizaries, such as the Ottoman Porte 
had, or of Mamelukes, like that force of the Pacha 


of Egypt, to execute his vile and diabolical be- 
hest Buteven those palace guards of half bar- 
barian despots became so intolerable that they 
were exterminated by their employers. 

But, sir, do these high military dignitaries con- 
template that this war is to continue five years 
from this It would “48 so, from the re- 
by Mr. Stanton, A 
distingal shed man in the West, who was at one 
time a member of 


time ? 
por ted declarations of policy 


told me that a major general in the service of the 
United States now in command, who has rendered 
distinguished service in the field, told him that if 
Mr. Lincoln was defeated at the next pre »sidential 
election, he would not yield his seat of power to 
his successor, but would hold on it, and this he 
could only do by the Army. 
Janizaries and Mamelukes who are now 
about to be enlisted into the regular Army, under 
such leaders as Frémont and Hunter and other 
hegro generals, are to be organized as the impe- 
rial guards or pretorian bands, to enable them 
the 
necessary, Lo continue by usurpation, by the force 
ind power of the Army, if they do nu: succeed 
in electing a successor to the President by the in- 


negro 


to retain 


terference of the military at the polls to control the | 


clections. 

Sir, here is another phase of the spasmodic at- 
tempt of ‘*the powers that be’’ to repeal the un- 
alterabls God of common nature, 
which has decreed the negro to occupy a subor- 
dinate white man. All the false 
ihtlanthropy, all the hypocritical pretensions, all 
the best devised schemes that shallow statesmen 
and pretended philanthropists and loud hypocrites 
and demagogues may to repeal this unal- 
‘erable law of Jehovah, and to bring up the negro 
to social and political equality with the white man, 
will fail. Weak men have arisen to force this 
equality on the white race, and measure strength 
with the Omnipotent upon this great 
races, but their utter discomfiture will prove to 
them how powerless is puny man when he would 
iiterfere with the providence ofthe Eternal, There 
isupholding that law of our Creator the sentiments, 
organizations, and revulsion of the white race. It 
never has, and | believe never will, acceptany such 
equality. Why,then, shi il the miserable authori- 

the other end of Pennsylvania avenue in- 
aist that (he languishin diseased, and 


law of the our 


condition to the 


make 


culshing, starving, 


naw eman shall still remainin Libby prison, 
mere ly t keep the negro out of 10?) Was there 
wything tn the poliey or administration of men 
ever so absurd, so inhuman, and so wicked? 
Sir, a enol many of us probably have kindred 


the other House of Congress, | 


1 suppose these | 


pewer which they contemplate, if 


question of 


| of the General-in-Chief. 


| is sought to bring that visionary and mischievous | 


in Libby prison. Lhave. I aad the nature aad 
nobleness of my nephew there, and | know that 
if he was in a class of white men which the 
authorities would refuse to ¢ xchas ve, and even 
the negroes could be excha without the white 
men, he would say to the negroes, and with how 
much more alacrity and emotion would he say to 
his white comrades, 
to the home of my fathers, to my loved native 
land, to glorious old Kentucky, let the prison 
door swing wide open, and you who can go free 
as the mountain air.”? 

Sir, in conclusion, this policy is eminently in- 
sulting as well as cruel to the white 
marks the incapacity, the dogged obstinacy, and 
the heartless cruelty of the Secretary of War and 
I have no doubt that it 
was with them that this policy originated of no 
exchange of white prisoners unless the negroes 
too are exchanged. It will be rejected and cor- 
rected b ry the great and generous and true people 
of America, 
all negro equality, 


rebel 


It is impossible; and when it 


| principle to the continuance of white men in a 


| the ne 





| that in that opinion I entirely concur. 


| government, 


starving, diseased, and languishing prison, until 
‘groes can also go free, it is cruel and out- 
ragt ous. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, [ move the 
reference of the resolution to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts waive his motion for a moment? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I need not 
say to the honorable member from Kentucky that 
I hold his opinions upon all questions, either of 
law or of morals, in high respect; and therefore, 


‘though L cannot follow you || 


prisoners, It || 


No, Mr. P resident, Lsay away with | 


when I rise to express a difference of opinion as 


to some of the legal propositions which he has 
stated, he will understand 
the influence of that very sincere respect. 

His resolution, if I understand it correctly, de- 
clares that the refusal of the rebel authorities to 
exchange negro soldiers whom they have cap- 


meas doing it under | 


tured, or the officers who may have been in com- | 


maud of colored soldiers, is no reason why the 
exchanging should not go on as to other classes. 
He may not only apply his principle to colored 
soldiers and the officers of colored soldiers, but to 
any other class whom the rebel ceaaas may 
refuse to exchange. It is due to myself to say 
Whether 
in point of fact the exchanges have been arrested 
upon the ground assumed hypothetically in the 
resolution offered by the member from Kentucky, 
lam notadvised; butassuming that ground to be 
the correct one, | submit to the Senate, as in my 


ity, Which is always the highest policy, would 
demand thatexchanges should, notwithstanding, 


| be permitted to goon, There are, | suppose, now 


in the hands of the rebel government, or | will 
assume that there are in the hands of the rebel 
some one hundred or two hundred 
colored soldiers, with some two or three officers 
commanding them—white men;, and itis said that 
the rebel government refuse, and mean to insist 


upon that refusal, to deliver them up at any time | 


hereafier; that they will hold them responsible to 
the authorities of the respective States trom which 
the negroes may have come or in which the ne- 
groes may be, or responsible to the authority of 
the confederate government. 
would be necessary, in order to ineet a proposition 
of that sort, would be to keep in our own hands 
the like numbe r of their prisoners, and treat such 
number precisely in the s Mot mode in which they 


are treaung or may hereafter treat the negro sol- | 


diers and their white commanders. We have done 
that in 2 instance which is quite f familiar of course 
to the Senate. 
proper, for some cause which they said justified 
it, but inmy epinion clearly did not, to seize upon 
two of our officers, men of high re pute, unques- 
tioned loyalty to us, espec sially dear to the States 


from which the y resptctive ly came, with a determ- | 


ination that they should be hung; and, instead of 
refusing to exchange the prisoners generally that 
we had at that ume, all that the Executive did 
was to place in close confinement, with a decla- 
ration of a purpose to deal wuh them thereafter 


as our own men should be dealt with by the rebel 
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| government, two of the rebel officers in our pos- 


session—a General Lee and somebady else; but 


| notwithstanding that, the exchanges wenton in the 








Now, allthat Ithink || 


| insurrection or invasion is 
The rebel authorities thought || 


usual way. 

I repeat, therefore, that assuming as true the 
facts slated in the resolution propose db ry the 
member from Kentucky, | think he is right in 
saying that policy and humanity demand that the 
exchange, with such exceptions as may be ne- 
cessary lo meet the partic ular exigency, should 
goon. Unless all reports are false, we lave thou- 
sands and thousands of soldiers, dene to us all, 
now in the prisons in Richmond and elsewhere, 
who are almost in a state of starvation. If we 
adhere to this principle of refusing to exchange 
until we ean get included within the privilege of 
exchange the “black soldiers and their white offi- 
cers, the few who are in possession of the rebels, 
nobody can tell how many of these good men of 
ours, patriotic men, gallant men, who at the ve ry 
tap of the drum rallied to support the Consutution, 
may have fallen victuns to the barbarity of the 
rebels. Hence, as faras the particular resolution 
is concerned, provided the fact be as the Senator 
from Kentucky supposes in the resolution it to 
be, L should vote in favor of his resolution. 

But | hope sincerely that the fact is not cor- 
rectly stated in the resolution, Ll can hardly be- 
lieve that the President of the United States, the 
Secretary of War, or the General-in-Chief would 
go to the extentof refusing to exchange the thou- 
sands and thousands of prisoners who are in our 
possession, when, by doing so, they could get 
absolved from their captivity the thousands who 
are in the possession of the rebels, upon, the mere 


| ground that the rebel government has refused to 
| release some one hundred or two hundred prison- 


ers of a certain class, for reasons peculiar to that 
class. I suppose,although perhaps it is not dis- 
uinctly stated, that what the Senator means Js that 
there should be an exchange of man for man, if 
the rebel government are willing to exchange man 
for man, and of course the exchanges will stop 
whenever they refuse to deliver man for man; and 
when we come to ask for the exchange of these 
negro soldiers and their officers, if they refuse to 
include them in the exchange, we will retain in 
our own handsa number of their prisoners equiv- 
alent to the number of that class who may be in 


But 1 did an rise, Mr. President, so much for 
the purpose of expressing concurrence in the ob- 
ject which. the Senator has in view, as discloset 
by his particular resolution, as to express with 
all becoming deference a difference of opinion 
upon one or two of the questions which he has 
so ably presented to the Senate. Lam not sure 


| that L exactly caught the argument by the mem- 
judgment perfeedy clear, that policy,and human- || 


ber from Kentucky, and if | state it incorrectly | 
beg that he will put me right. If L understood 
him aright, he denies not only to the President 


| the authority to call upon soldiers of African de- 
| scent, whether free or slave at the time they may 


be called upon, but he denies to Congress the au- 
thority to authorize the President to call soldiers 
of that class. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the honorable Senator from 
Maryland will permit me 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer®) 
Does the Senator from Maryland give way lo 4 
Senator from Kentucky ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. I merely suggested that question; 
and while le xpressly declared my concurrence in 
the affirmative, yet in my argument | forbore to 
make and to press the question. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I do not think, then, Mr. 
President, that | have in substance misappre- 
hended the honorable member. The power of 
the President of the United States to put down 
altogether an executive 
power; the power to provide for the manner In 
which itshall be done isa legislative power The 
latter is, by the Constitution ‘of the United Ste utes, 
devolve d upon Congress; the other upon the Presi- 
dent. The Janguage of the twe clauses of the 
Constitution—-the one designating the legislative 
department and the powers swhich the de “partment 





| shall exercise, and the other de signating the ex- 


ecutive department and the powers which that 
department shall exereise—is not the same. ‘The 
honorable member will find, Lam sure, that lam 
right in this. If he look to the first article of the 








1863 


stitution he will find that it is preceded by a 
im ble, which says that C ongre ss shall have 
the powers “herein granted;” and words 
‘lude the posse ssion of any powers 


those 
I ‘ssarily ex 
xcept such as are delegated expre ‘ssly, orasmay 
snably be implied from such as are expressly 
ineated. The clause which confers the execu- 
tive powe or is yet more swee ping , and has been | 
held to be more sweeping by many of the most 
enlichtened constitution: ul jurists of the country. 
It declares that “the executive power” shall be || 
vested in the President, and the opinion has been || 
entertained by very many very able men that | 
every power which belongs to the Government, || 
and which is in its natare executive, (irrespective | 
of the question whether the particular power is 
designated or not as a power to be exercised by | 
. President,) is inthe President by virtue of the || 
coneral designation that ‘the executive power’? |} 
shall be in the President of the United States. | 

Now, the Senate will of course remember that 
so far as the objection of the honorable member | 
from Kentucky is concerned,as to the authority || 
. call out soldiers of African descent, the pro- 
hibition upon the legislative department of the 
Government must be the same as the prohibition || 
upon the executive departme nt of the Govern- 
ment, if there be any in either. The laneuace 
of the particular clause which gives to Congress 
the authority to provide for insurrections, in so | 
many words and in the same words, gives them 
the authority to provide for repelling invasion, 
Not to be at all in error as to the words used, 
is better that L should read the words of the tna 
itself: * Congress shall have power’’ * to provide 
for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of 
the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions.’”” | 

Thus the honorable member will see that the || 
al ithority of Congress with reference to the ex- 
ercise of the military power conferred upon Con- 
gress to suppress insurrection is identical with, 
and consequently of the same extentas, the power 
with which they are clothed to repel invasion. 
Everything, therefore, that Congress could do by | 
legislation in order to repel an. invasion actually 
existing or anticipated, they can do to suppress 
an insurrection; and the consequence, therefore, 
if the honorable Senator is right in his view 
of the power conferred upon Congress) that if we | 
were now being invaded or about to be invaded 
by a foreign foe, the Congress of the United States | 
aula not authorize the e mployment of soldiers | 
of African descent. Why not? Whois to con- 
stitute the militia is not stated in the Constitution | 
at all, so far as the congressional power is con- || 
cerned, That depends upon the States. 

But Congress has another power independent | 
of that. Congress has the power, and without 
any limitation as to the mode of its exercise, of || 
raising armies. How? Of what materials? The || 
Constitution does not say that the armies are to || 
consist of white men; it does not say that it is to 
be done by volunteering; but the power is a gen- | 
eral and a sweeping one, to raise armies. What 
for, among otlier things? To put down insurrec- 
tion as faras our domestic concerns are concerned || 
in the first place, and in the second place to repel 
a foreign foe. Could not Congress employ black | 
troops to repel a foreign foe, provided they were 
free? I steer clear now of the question of slavery. 
My eg will pardon me for saying that I never 
heard it doubted before. 

The extent of the power with reference to the 
men who are to constitute the armies to be raised 
by the United States, is no greater than the power 
conferred upon Congress to provide for a navy; 
and who has ever heard that black men may not 
be enlisted in the Navy? There is not a ship 
afloat carrying the naval flag of the United States 
that has not a portion of the crew black. There |! 
was nota ship afloat during the war of 1812, that 
gave such undying honor to the American naval | 
fi ag, that had not more or less sailors of African | 
dese ent on board; and no one ever questioned the 

validity of such an enlistment. C onsequently, 
unless ‘Congre ‘ss has been wrong from the begin- | 
ning of the Gove ‘rnment up to ‘the present hour 
with reference to the Navy, it necessarily follows || 
that, although the policy until now has not been 
expressly adopte od Ve providing for the recraiting 
of soldie rs of African descent in the Army, they 
must have the power; and if they come to the | 
conclusion that they have not the power, then they | 


t 


Is 








| these 


im point of law, upon the question before ws? 


| courts of the United States jur 


| Constitution to which Lhav 


| tected by the power of 


||} anavy. The power potentially is ve 


nations, 


must repeal all the laws existing upon the statute- 
book which sand which have 
tically carried out from the be 
ernment to the Ly, for the enlistment of 
negro seamen on board our minosten r. 
tf f understood the honorable member from 
witackey aright in another particalar, he places 
his negation of the power upon the ground that 
are noteitizens within the meaning 
of the Constitution of the United States. What 
is the Influence of that proposition, if it be true 
In 
the case of Dred Scott, a majority of the Supreme 
Court decided that, with reference tothe judici lary 
elause in the Constitution, which gives to the 
jurisdiction in certain 
eases, in which it makes the existence of the jur- 
isdiction dependent upon the character of the liti- 
gants, they are not ¢eitiz: whether free or not. 
jut the atisa very different question from the ques- 
tion which arises under the two clauses of the 
They may 
eall upon the United 
States, through its judiciary, todo them justiceas 
between themselves and others, me they are sub- 
jee t to the laws of the United States, 8, protec ted by 
the power of the United States, owing allegiance 
to the United States; | speak now of the free. 
One would be inclined to think, as a necessary 
inference, that he who is bound by the laws, pro- 
the Government, he who 
eommits treason if he violates the laws by force, 
is bound, when called upon, to fly to the standard 
of the country, and protect it against civil insur- 
rection or invasion from abroad. 
But again, if my honorable friend is right 
would follow: the man of African descent is 


provide been prac- 


eons of the Gov- 


present dy 
{ 


negroes 


ns, 


adverted. 
not be citizens entitled to 


, this 
not 
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to beenlisted, according to histheory, because he is | 


nota citizen of the United States. How many are 


| inthe Army ofthe United States now, white men, 


who are not citizens? Hasit ever been suezested 
that we cannot take asa recruitinto the Army, now 
oratany time, him who, flying from what he sup- 
poses to be the oppression of the Old World, and 


| coming here for the enjoyment of the liberty whic h 


is promised him by our institutions, offers to vol- 


29 


particular means by which Congress thinks he 
Ww l be enabled to take eare that the laws shall 
be faithfully exeeuted, and to discharge the duty 
imposed upon him by that clause of the Constitu- 
tion, then he must look elsewhere.” He cannot 
force men to his standard: but he ean eall for vol- 


unteers. Who cun doubt that? And if volun- 
teers rally aroundsthe standard of the eountr y in 
virtue of the call, are they not legally and con- 
stitutionally in the service of the United States 
althoueh brourht into that serviee merely by 
the executive proclamation? TL submit, Mr. Prest- 
dent, as perfectly clear, that sach must be the re- 
sult, 

Now, sir, there is but one other matter to which 
I wish to advert. The honorable member from 
Kentucky seems to suppose that the President, in 
what he has been doing and 
reference 


is now dome with 
to the enlistment of slaves, is violating 
a clear constitutional duty. Sir, it is not neces- 
sary to contend that m the absenee of congres- 
sional legistation the President would have no 
authority to call upon the male slave population 
of the United States to protect the United States 
arainst insurrection or invasion. Coneress has 
clothed him with the power; so that the question 
which the honorable member will have to meet, 
before he can suceeed in making good his propo- 
sition, 1s whether Congress has not the power to 
eall upon the slave populatibn to take part ina 
war Which is striking at the very existence of the 
Government. W hy not? This population, as 
we all know, has a double character. ‘They are 
to be ree: arded as menas well as property. They 
are called * in the Constutution itse if 
The representation in Congress is regulated upon 
the hypothesis that they are persons. They are 
called property for the purpose of taxe ation, and 
nothing is more clearthan that asthe Constitution 


) 
persons 


| stands theyare to be considered as property, pro- 


unteer in advance of his citizenship, or that he | 


canszot be called upon in advatice of his citizenship 
to rally around the Government of his proposed 
adopti on? Certainly not. The fact, therefore, 


|| that the particular recruit is not a citizen, whether 


it is because of his color, because of his descent, 
or because of his birthplace, is no objection to 
the right of Congress to call upon him to defend 
the country i inacase of exigency. I think, there- 
fore, and 1 submit it with entire respect to my 
friend, the Senator from Kentucky, that he is mis- 
taken in supposing that Congress has no authority 


|| to call upon troops of African descent. 


That brings me, in the second place, to inquire 
whether the President, indepe ndently of the ex- 
ercise of its power by Congress, has that author- 
ity. Why not? It is unnecessary to areue it, 
as I will show the Senator in a moment; butw hy 
not? Let me suppose as s barely possible—and, for 
the purpose of testing the prine Ip le, Lhave aright 
to make the supposition—that there are no armies 
provided by Congress, and no navy. The Con- 
stitution does notof itscif create an ar my orcreate 
‘sted in the 
Congress of the United States, but it is practically 
nugatory until exercised. Then | have a right to 
assume that’'Congress may not exercise it. Well, 


suppose they have not done so; what follows? | 


The President, under another clause of the Con- 
Stitution, is bound to see that the laws are faith- 
fully executed, bound to provide for the faithfal 
execution of the laws, or rather, to use the words 
of the Constitation, ** he shall take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed.”?’ What laws? All 
the laws, organic or legislative; and conse ‘quently, 
if a foreign foe is about to put his foot in a hos- 
tile attitude upon the soil of the United States, 
which by the Constitution is ours as against all 
and Congress have not furnished him 
with an army to repel and drive him out; 
insurrection raises its horrid front and seeks to 
destroy the Government, is he not at liberty to 
call around him, at onee, nower of the 
United States, the whole phys the 
United States, irrespective of color? 
can do so, as I think | have shown. 
do so. 


if C 


the whole 


ical power of 
Congress 
2 


Then he can 


Congress have not furnished him with the 


or if 


vided they are made such by the laws of the States 
in which that sates ation may be found, But does 
that prevent the Congress of the United States 
from calling them to their aid? Why? In the 
character of persons the y arec learly liable to the 
power. Nobody ean doubt that. Though not 
citizens, they are men bound to allegiance to the 
United States, and receiving from day to day all 
the protection that the United States promised 
them. What that is it is immaterial to inquire; 
but whatever they have and ean have of protec- 
tion under the Constitution of the United States, 
they have; and, as an equivalent for the allegiance 
which they owe because of the protection they 
have, they are bound, when le leiden ly called 
upon, to support the Government, either to put 
down insurrection or to repel invasion, 

There is a limitation, Mr. President. Lam not 
prepared to say that, as against that limitation, 
the levislation of Congress has not gone a: tep too 
far, or perhaps whether Congress has not disre- 
warded it altogether, and whether the President, 
in the execution of the particular power, has not 
disregarded it. These persons be ing property ul 
the several States in which the institution of sla 
very exists, if they are taken, according to my 
judgment—but different opinions are entertains d, 
1 know; and | am equally sure they are honest! y 
entertt: Ained—the y must be paid for; but that is the 
omy limitation. The Government of the United 
States has a right to appropriate individual prop- 
erty for public use, with no other limitation than 
that of making compensation. The compensation 
made, the private property becomes public prop- 
erty disembarrassed of the contracts ee r which 
it may have beensheld by the private citizen. If, 
therefore, the United States call upon thes se slave 
men to act as soldiers in the armies of the United 
States, and pay the owner, that of itself—and it 
would be most dishonorab le to the United States 
if it were otherwise-——-emancipates the slave. It 
would be a reproach, a blasting reproach, even 
more acute and bitter than that which the learned 
Senator’s resolution assumes in the case to which 
the resolution refers, if the United States should 
use these men for the purpose of putting down 
this insurrection and maintaining the Government 
in its existence and restoring it to its power, and 
were then to permit them to be used as slaves there- 
ifter; and [ therefore individually have never had 
i doubt that whenever these slaves 
he service of the United States, either into its 
armies or Into its navies, and render the service, 
the y are, by the fact of the service, free; and once 


are cal dinto 


' 











free, thank God, they can never again be made 
slaves. 

Mr. President, a word or two more, and I shall 
fave done. Having all proper confidence in the 
honesty of the President of the United States—if it 
may not even be considered as disrespectful to him 
to ussert that he is honest; he cannot well be other- 


wise—I have said that 1 doubted exceedingly,and | 
that doubt has not been removed, his authority | 


to issue the proclamation declaring the freedom of 
slaves throughout the rebellious States named in 
the proclamation. J doubtthe authority; and I 


would not have adopted the policy which he has | 


adopted, because I thought it would be, and I think 
it has been, productive of no practical good result. 
Slaves that may be brought within the power of 
the United States by its armies are free, not un- 
der the proclamation, but by laws paramount to 
the proclamation, The slaves who may not have 
been within the scope of the military power of the 
United States, and may not be found within that 
scope at the period when the Union may be re- 
stored to its original condition, will not be made 


free, in my judgment, by virtue of that proclama- 


Lion; 


and the President of the United States in his | 


recent message, and in his declaration of amnesty | 


with which the message concludes, seems rather 
to be of that opinion, or rather he states hypo- 


theucally thatit may turn outafterall that his proc- | 


lamation was of no‘avail; and he, therefore, and 
as | think very properly—I would have gone to 
a greater extent than he has done; it is not neces- 
sury in this connection to state to what extent I 


would have gone—has stated in his proclamation | 


of amnesty that the question of the effect of the 
acts of Congress of confiscation, and the effect 


ofthe acts Congress has passed in relation to the 


insutution of slavery and the use of slaves in | 


the armies and navies of the United States, and 


the effeet ofhis own proclamations in the pastand | 


in the present, is to be left finally, at last, first to 


such legislation as Congress may hereafter think | 


proper to adopt, and secondly to the decision of | 
7 | 


the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Sir, it may not be amiss, in the condition in 


which we find the country, to say—and the letters | 


to which I refer are now in the possession of the 
President, placed there by myself—that L havetwo 
letters frow two of the largest slaveholders in the 
State of Mississippi, men holding from a thousand 
to \wo thousand slaves, making a clear income of 
some one hundred and fifty or two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, written with solicitude, begging me 
to see the President upon the subject, in which 
they have stated substantially, both agreeing in 
the statement, that Mississippi—that State which 
its once favored son has so ruined, to every house 
in which he has brought calamity unspeakable, 
upon every foot of whose soil he has brought deso- 
latton—would return by a very large majority to 
the Union ifthat preclamationcould be suspended, 
could be recalled, could be modified, and that she 
would agree, by the same overwhelming vote, to 
pass a law for the prospective and gradual aboli- 
tion of slavery within her limits. Sir, the people 
have grown wiser than they were before. The 
opinion of one is offered, as | am upon that sub- 
ject, and entitled to no particular weight; but I 
have some little pride in remembering that when 
I had before the honor of a seat in this body, in 
1847, when I participated in a debate relating to 
this very subject of slavery, 1 stated what I had 
ever believed from the time I was able to read and 
to think—that it was an institution which could 
not be defended, if the question was whether it 
should be introduced among us, either upon moral 
or Christian grounds, and still less upon economi- 
cal grounds. It is the dearest labor known, cer- 
tainly in those slaveholding States in which free 
white labor can be employed. 

But, Mr, President, participating as I do in the 
desire of my friend, the honorable member from 
Kentucky, that this rebellion should be arrested 


and the Union restored, much as I question and | 
, « ~ . | 
deny the power of the Congress of the United 

States, and of course the power of the President, | 


to interfere with slavery in the States, except in 
the contingencies to which I have adverted, I 


would see the institution arrested at once, let the | 
country be subjected to all the present calamities | 








which | think would flow from the abolition of the | 
insUtution in all these States for a time, rather || 


than see this rebellion live an hour longer. 


from Kentucky. He has stated that deep as is 
his conviction that the rebellion should be sup- 
pressed, that the honor of the nation demands it, 
that the power and the happiness of the people 
invoke it, yet he would not like to see it done pro- 
vided any of the grand securities of liberty 

Mr. DAVIS. Willthe honorable Senator from 
Maryland permit me to correct him? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. He misconceives my position. 
[t was this: I asserted, and I now reiterate it, 
that sooner than our system of constitutional gov- 
ernment and liberty should be overthrown perma- 
nently by the usurpations of the Executive, I 
would rather risk a separation, or any other event. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I understood the honorable 
member differently. I understood the honorable 
member as saying, speaking with reference to 
the actions of the Executive and of Congress, 





| which he designated—and I am not prepared to 





I go || 


say that he designated them improperly—as in 
some respects unconstitutional and destructive of 
liberty for a time, that he would not submit to 
them; he would rather let rebellion go on. I stand 
corrected. I was about to say, Mr. President, 
that I would see them suspended during the whole 
of this rebellion if 1 believed their suspension was 
necessary to bring about the destruction of the 
rebellion and the restoration of the Union. The 
honorable member agrees with me. I know, we 
all know, I have reason to know it more partic- 
ularly in my own State, that some acts are being 


done by the Executive, or under the apparent | 
protection of the Executive, to my mind exceed- | 


ingly objectionable, because exceedingly tyran- 
nical; but upon that account I shall not raise my 
voice in this Chamber or my arm elsewhere for 


the purpose of weakening the powers of the Gov- | 
ernment in the accomplishment of the great end | 
that we all have at heart, the suppression of the | 


rebellion. The time will come, that end accom- 
plished, when the Constitution will be returned 
to us in all its original excellence, and the men 
who have thought proper, without necessity, to 
violate it, will be called upon to account for such 


violation; but until that time does come I pray to | 


God that we may with one heart and one voice 


unite in planting the whole physical and moral | 


power of the Government to put an end now and 
forever to this embarrassing, unprovoked, un- 
reasonable attempt to destroy this Government, 


the freest and happiest ever vouchsafed to man, | 


and, by destroying it, perhaps to destroy forever 
constitutional liberty itself. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, do I understand 
thatthe honorable Senator from Maryland assumes 
as a principle of our Government that the pre- 
amble to the Constitution establishes and confers 
any power upon the Government? That ques- 
tion has been expressly before the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and it has received this in- 
terpretation, that the preamble neither creates nor 
confers any power whatever, but only points to 
the ends for which the powers that are vested by 
the body of the Constitution itself are to be exe- 
cuted. The honorable Senator, I presume, will 
notdeny thatthat principle has been so announced 
by the Supreme Court. [Mr. Jonnson nodded 
assent.] ‘The honorable Senator adverted to the 
difference between great men and statesmen on 
the question of the powers vested in the execu- 
tive department, and that difference, if I recollect 
aright, first sprang up in a series of published 
papers between Messrs, Hamilton and Madison, 
over the signatures of Helvidius and Pacificus, 
and that are appended to the ordinary editions of 
the Federalist; Bacdape maintaining that a gen- 
eral, indefinite executive power was vested by the 
Constitution of the United States in the President, 
Mr. Madison contended that it was only the exec- 
utive power that was named and established by 
the Constitution which was vested in the Presi- 
dent. Do I understand the honorable Senator 
from Maryland that he takes the position of Mr. 
Hamilton in relation to that mooted question ? 

Mr. JOHNSON, I do. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I propound this further 
question to the honorable Senator: is it not the 
right, is.it not the business and duty of every in- 
telligent man in the United States to know the 
rrinciples ‘and powers of his Government, and 
aa those principles and powers are divided, and 
to what departmentsand officers they are assigned, 
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one? ‘Then I ask him, with his assent to the po- 
siuon of Mr. Hamilton, toinform me and the peo- 
ple how and where we can learn the number, na- 
ture, and extent of the powers of the Presid: nt, 
He refers to this language of the Constitution, 


| the executive power shall be vested in a Presi- 


|| modern. 


dent of the United States of America,”’ and ar- 
gues that this language imports a more extensive 
investment of power than is conferred by the 
Constitution on Congress, as the language used 
for the latter purpose is, ‘all legislative powers 
herein eeatell shall be vested in Congress,” &c, 
‘*The executive power” cannot mean all the ex- 
ecutive powers of all the Governments, free, lim- 
ited, and despotic, of the whole world, ancient and 
According to the Senator’s principle, | 


| ask him if it is the executive power of the Grand 








| President? 


|| Seignior, or of the Czar of Russia, of the Emperor 


of Austria, or of the then King of France, of 
George II], or of the republic of Switzerland, or 
of all combined, that our Constitution vests in the 
The words, ‘‘ the executive power,”’ 
clearly,to my mind, point tosome certain and def- 
inite executive power. The greatmen who formed 
our Constitution, so full ofex perience and wisdom, 
would never have established as broad and illim- 
itable, or as vague and indefinite a power, as that 
contended for by the Senator. The language ,‘‘ihe 


| executive power,’’ to my mind, clearly points to 


some particular and defined executive power; oth- 
erwise in a Government of limited powers gener- 


| ally, and in whicii those vested in the other de- 


partments are limited by particular enumeration, 
the powers vested in the chief executive officer 
would be unlimited, ‘* The executive power”’ re- 


| fers to and means that to be established by the 
| Constitution, also by enumeration. 


It compre- 
hends that amountof and those executive powers; 
and that it means nothing more is further con- 
firmed by the provision that— 


**The Congress shall have power to make all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into exe 
cution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested 
by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, 
or in any department or officer thereot.”’ 


And this position is further confirmed by the 
tenth amendment, in these words: 

“<The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people.” 

The oppressions of the American colonies 
were principally from the king; and the idea 
that soon after their long struggle against an enor- 
mous executive power, the great men who framed 
our Constitution should clothe our Executive 
with general, undefined, and unlimited executive 
power seems to me to be utterly preposterous. 

Mr. President, [ dissent wholly from the posi- 
tions of the honorable Senator from Maryland. 


| I avow that all the powers of the United States 


Government are conferred by its Constitution, 
and that there are no powers vested in that Gov- 
ernment, or in any of itsdepartments or officers, 


except such as are conferred by the language of 


that Constitution, The Supreme Court have as- 
serted that principle in more than a score of cases. 
It was the principle of Hamilton, and Madison, 
and Jay, and the men who formed the Constitu- 


/tion, and whose triumphant vindication of i's 
| principles and provisions to give liberty, security, 


and self-government to the American people, in- 
duced its adoption by the conventions of the 
several States, I maintain, with all due respect 
to the ability and fame of the honorable Senator, 


| that his principle in relation to that power is emi- 


nently heretical and dangerous, and was so pro- 
nounced by Mr. Madison, who was said to be 
the Father of the Constitution. 

There is a difference between us toto calo in re- 
lation to other points and principles adverted to 
by the honorable Senator; and I will now state 
one of them: the power of declaring war in Great 
Britain, and in the despotic Governments of Eu- 
rope, is an executive power. In our Government 
it 1s legislative, and vested expressly in Congress, 
and the Executive in no degree shares it with 
Congress. In England, the pore to support 
arm!*s is a legislative power; but to raise armies 
is an executive power. In our country, both are 
changed to legislative powers, expressly vested 
in Congress; and the President has no right to 
taach them, and he cannot without usurpauon. 

’ The power to recognize a state of case where 
the execution of the laws is resisted to such a de- 


further, even further than the honorable member || how much and what powers vested inallandeach || gree as to require the interposition of military 
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force, the power to suppress an insurrection, and 
the power to repel an invasion, and to determine 
when each and all those states of case arise, is 
vested, by the language of the Constitution, in 
Congress; and therefore the Presidentis excluded | 
from them. The well-known case of Luther 
rs. Borden, which arose in Rhode Island under 
the Dorr constitution, decides expressly in rela- 
tion to two of these points in the paragraphs of 
the report from which I read, and which seem for 
the occasion to have escaped the attention of the 
honorable Senator. ‘The court in that case decide | 
expressly that the President has no right, by the | 
Constitution, nor until he is authorized by the law | 
of Congress to do so, to declare that there is do- 
mesuc violence ina State. It says expressly that 
the decision of those questions is rendered politi- 
cal by the Constitution, and they are referred to 
the political power of the Government, to wit, || 
Congress; and that Congress alone can recognize 
and make provision for such a condition of the 
country. These powers are analogous to the 
power to declare war, and therefore were they also 
vested in Congress. The court decided further, 
that Congress, if it had chosen to do so, could 
jave vested this discretion of recognizing such a 
state of case, and putting the troops in motion to 
meet it, in the courts as well as in the President; 
but, by the act of 1795, the court says Congress 
expressly vested that power in the President, and | 
had acted wisely. 
Now, sir, 1 say that my position on this ques- | 
tion of difference between the honorable Senator 
and myself is fortified by the decisions of the || 
Supreme Court; that hts positions are met, re- || 
futed, overthrown by the decisions of that court. | 
What power, then, has the President over the || 
subject? When the forces are ordered into the 
field by Congress, he has simply the power of || 
commander-in-chief, and has no more power in 
} 
| 


the premises than if the Constitution had declared 
that the senior general in the United States Army 
should be commander-in-chief; and I defy the || 
honorable Senator or any other gentleman to re- || 
fute that proposition. 

‘Then the honerable Senator assumes another 
position, Which is, in my judgment, heretical and 
eminently dangerous. ‘The power to declare war, | 
to raise and support armies, to call out the militia 
to execute the laws of the Union, to suppress in- 
surrection, and repel invasion, being vested by the 
Constitution in Congress, the Senator assumes | 
that if Congress was to neglect or refuse to exer- 
cise these necessary powers, the President himself 
might assume their execution. Inmy judgment, | 
amore unsound and a more dangerous position 
was never taken by an American Senator or states- 
man. Itis true that that neglect or refusal of || 
Congress to do its duty would bring the Govern- | 
ment toa dead-lock or its dissolution. In like || 
manner, if the judiciary department was to refuse | 
to perform its duties and its functions, under the 
Constitution, the Government would also be 
brought to its dissolution. If the President was |) 
to refuse to perform his duties, so likewise would | 
the Government be brought toadissolution. But || 
the theory and structure of our Government is | 
upon the principle that the great functionaries who | 
fill those high offices would execute their trusts. | 

} 








If they fail to do so, though it might produce 
temporary confusion, there is a power behind 
them all, to reform the threatened anarchy, and 
to put the great machine of State again in motion; 
and thatis the people of the United States and the 
State governments. 

dut the Senator argues that the Constitution 
makes it the duty of the President to take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed. That is true, 
but it is by the officers and means which Congress 
may organize, and not by any that he may devise, 
| never heard it contended before that this pro- 
vision of the Constitution conferred powers on the 
President, and especially the great powers deduced 
from it by the Senator from Maryland, or the 
power to organize any measures to put down an 
a rmnatiaey or execute the resisted laws of the 

Jnion, 

_ There is no man more familiar with the decis- 
‘ons of our Supreme Court, or more competent to 
understand them, than the honorable Senator from 
Maryland. I appeal to him, if the Sapreme Court 
have not decided this principle in relation to the 
Constitution: that all the language and every pro- | 
vision of that instrument is to be understood and || 


— 
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| language as its framers understood it. 
| general rule of construction, will the member from 


| occasion? 


| ted States? 


construed according to the meaning and purpose 
of those who made it, and that, in giving con- 
struction to it, it is the duty of the statesman and 
the judge to throw himself back into the cireum- 
stances and condition of the men who made the 
Constitution, and to construe it from that stand- 


point, according tw the circumstances that then | 


existed and upon which they framed that instru- 
ment, and to take the meaning and import of its 
With this 


Maryland announce in this Chamber that the Con- 
stitution and the execuiive powers conferred by 
it on the President were understood by the mem- 
bers of the Convention who formed it as he has 


deduced and announced them upon the present | 


Will any man throw himself back to 


| the condition and circumstances in which those 


great statesmen and legislators were, and main- | 


tain the powers assumed by the Senator for the 
President? 
I have argued against the expediency, the pol- 


| icy, and the power both of the Executive and of 
| Congress to incorporate negroes into the United 
| States Army as a part of it. 


Proceeding upon the principle which I have 
thus stated, that in giving interpretation to the 
Constitution we must throw ourselves back to 
the age in which it was made, to the condition of 
the country at that time, and to the circumstances 
in which those who made it were acting, | ask 
the honorable Senator now, whether, adopting 
that mode of interpretation, he can candidly come 
to the conclusion that the framers of the Consti- 
tution ever intended that negro slaves should be 
a part of the militia or military force of the Uni- 
No, sir; no. If such a proposition 
had been made in 


statesmen and patriots, it would have been re- | 


jected, or, if not rejected, it would have defeated 
at once and forever all attempts to frame a Con- 
stitution for the United States, 

The Senator speaks of his desire to strengthen 
the executive arm of the Government in this re- 
bellion. He has no deeper or more sincere desire 
to that effect than I have; but I tell him that, ac- 
cording to my humble judgment, the strength and 
power of this Governmentis not in the provisions 
of its Constitution alone, but in the protection, 
the security, the liberties, privileges, and rights, 
which it guaranties to the American people, and 
the fidelity with which it is administered by all 
men engaged in its administration, whether in the 
legislative or executive department. Its greatest 
strength ig in the love and confidence of the peo- 
ple. 
ment, or if the Government desires to strengthen 
itself, it must adhere to the law of its creation, the 
Constitution; it must exercise its powers within 
the pale of that instrument; it must respect its 
compromises, its prohibitions of power; and just 
in proportion as it transcends these great princi- 


| ples, it will become weak and strengthen the re- 


bellion. 

Sir, I have no more doubt now, that if Mr. 
Lincoln and the Administration had, in good 
faith and with firmness and consistency of pur- 
pose, adhered strictly to the Crittenden resolution 
which passed this body almost unanimously, and 
I think passed the House of Representatives, on 


Sir, if you want to strengthen the Govern- | 
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which enables it to establish a practical military 
despotism wherever it may choose, and extended 
itin the Senator’s own State, in Delaware, in a 
part of my State, and in some parts of the State 
of Missouri, at their elections, are the fruits of this 
war. Mr. Elamilton himself says, in his immor- 
tal numbers in the Federalist, that it is a law of 


| executive power to encroach continually upon the 


power of the legislative branch of the Government 


| and upon the rights of the people; that itis an in- 


herent law of executive power, in time of war, 


| greatly to augment and enhance itself. We have 


deplorably experienced that truth. 

The administration of the executive depart- 
ment is as deeply impressed with these traths as 
was Mr. Hamilton. It knows, and all intelligent 
gentlemen know, that if the war had been brought 
to an end twelve months ago abolitionism would 


| have collapsed; the Union would have been re- 


stored as it was; the power of the Constitution 
would have again become dominant, and the laws 
would have been executed to our utmost confines. 
The party in power knows that this war and all 
its vast patronage is necessary to its continuance 
in power and to the election of its nominees for 
the next Presidency and Vice Presidency; and it 
is determined that this war shall continue until 
the presidential election, 

Sir, this war could have been brought toaclose 
long, long ago. If the Administration had been 
singly and in good faith devoted to the principles 
announced in the Crittenden resolution; if they 
had notselected commanders because of their hos- 
tility, not to rebellion, but to slavery; if they had 


| selected them for their military capacity, and their 


that illustrious conclave of || 


| public mind. 


ability to put down the rebellion, instead of their 
hostility to slavery and their willingness to be 
used for its overthrow regardless of the constitu- 
tional prohibitions; if able commanders had been 
selected irrespective of that, and the Presidentand 
his Cabinet and General-in-Chief had sustained 
them steadily and constantly in the field, and sent 
to them sufficient forces, the insurrection would 
have been put down early, and the Union would 
have been speedily restored. That committee, 
which Wendell Phillips said was sitting at the 
otherend of the avenue to regulate the next presi- 
dential campaign, knows the truth ofall the propo- 
sitions which I have stated. It is working with 
a view to their truth and their operation upon the 
If the question was put to-day to 
some honorable Senators in this Hall, which would 
you prefer, that the union of the States with 
slavery in them, as they existed before, subject 
only to the abrasions of the war, should be re- 
stored, or that the southern confederacy should 
become permanently separate and independent? I 


|| believe many of them would accept the Jatter prop- 
| osition. 


the motion of the honorable Senator from Ohio, | 


{[Mr. SuHerman,] who was then in the House, 
unanimously, and the two principal departments 
of the.Government had been so administered, 
the rebellion would have been put down long, 
long ago. 
tive and of Congress from the great principles of 
the Constitution that the unity of the American 
people has been destroyed. Itis in this mode that 
the Government itself has been weakened and the 
enemy strengthened. The way to regain the lost 
strength which existed in the unity of the peo- 


It is by the departure of the Execu- | 


ple at the commencement of the rebellion, is to | 


| compel the Executive to retrace his steps and to | 


assume a constitutional basis in carrying on the | 


war. 

Mr, President, I am one of those who believe 
that the present party in power know that its gi- 
gantic power has resulted from this war, and the 
extreme odium in which the rebellion is justly 
held by the masses of the American people, and 
by none more than myself. The unparalleled pa- 
tronage which the war has given to the Adminis- 


I believe it is thatthe war may destroy slavery 
utterly that the Administration has caused this 
war to languish and to be inefficiently prosecuted, 
ayd with a full determination that it shall run into 


| the next presidential election, to enable them to 


control that important event, upon which hangs 
the fate and the destinies of this country, and by 
patronage or by the intervention of military power 
to appoint the electors for the Presidency and 
Vice Presidency in the various States, and thus 
secure their continuance in power. Inthe honor- 
able Senator’s zeal to support this war, is he in 
favor of the policy which I have just stated? If 
heis, lamnot. I wantevery freeman in America, 
with all the fervor of his heart, and all the strength 
of his arm, to resist such an election of President 
as that of Louis Napoleon in France. I declare 
that in war and in peace the freemen of America 
should have the right of free speech, a free‘presa, 
and free election by which to canvass the acts of 
the Administration, of the legislative or the 
executive department, by which to inform the 
public mind, and to bring the peaceful but con- 


| quering numbers to the polls to reform all the 


| olution ss an accomplished fact. 


abuses of the Government. 
Sir, when those great rights are putdown, rev- 
We may main- 


| tain the forms-of free government, bat its rights 
' 
and liberties are as completely gone as when Au- 


tration, and the power that it has over the Army, || 


gustus declared himself emperor and perpetual 
tribune of Rome, and placed himself at the head 
of all the forces of that mighty empire, just then 
passing into the state of an imperial military des- 
pousm. 


Mr. President, it seems to me that we are on 
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the eve of such a change; that the Administra- 
tion are doing ther atmost to hasten it and to se- 
that if the people 


netilution and the liberties 


cure itfor their own advantage; 
wonld maintam the C 
for whiie h our fathers fourht through seven years 
of blood, they must arouse themselves from their 
lethargy, and they must show that while they 
have the nnd and courage and will and fortitude 
to put down secessionism and rebellion, they have 
also the same great qualities to prevent the Presi- 
dent of the United States and his Cabinet from 
usurpmg, permanently at least, despotic military 
power, 

One word more to the honorable-Senator from 
Maryland, and I have done, Frauklin said, in 
the revolutionary war, that a nation that would 
sacrifice essential liberty for temporary advant- 
uge would shortly have neither, | beheve in the 
truth, and the permanent truth, of that polit- 
ical maxim. tam against such a sacrifice, not 
only permanently or for the continuance of the 
war, but even foraday oran hour, Asa woman, 
when she yields her virtue ouce, loses it forever, 
80 the people who consent to the sacrifice of their 
liberties, their Constitution, and all the rights it 
secures to them, for temporary advantage, will 
never regam what they thus lose 

Mr. LIALE. Mr. President, nothing on earth 
was further trom my intention or my expectation 
when Leame into the Seunate Chamber to-day than 
to take part in this debate. I do not now intend 
to trespass long on the attention of the Senate; 
bat a statement has been made by the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky that 1 never will hear 
anywhere without entering my indignant denial 
of it; and thatis, that the party in power and its 
representatives on this floor do not desire peace, 
but desire a continuation of this war Co influence 
the next presidential election. A more atrocious 
alleration against honorable men | think L never 
listened to from the beginning of time to the pres- 
ent moment, ' 

Mr. DAVIS. Uf the honorable gentleman will 
permit me one moment, | heard hin make a much 
more atrocious allegation than that within the last 


two years, when he avowed that the army of 


plunderers that were marching upon the ‘Treasury 
under this administration of the Government ex- 
ceeded the number of soldters im the field. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator ever heard me 
make such a statementas that, | will admit it; but 
1 never made such a remark, or anything like it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think the Globe will prove it. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator cannot show that 
lever made any such remark, or anything like 
it; but 1 will tell him what I did say, and what | 
will repeat. I said [| thought the hbertics of the 
country were more in danger from the profligacy 
that was practiced upon the ‘Treasury than they 
were from the rebels in the field. 

Now, to return to the subject: if the allegation 
of the honorable Senator be true, 1 would sooner 
take the hand of a man from a charncl-house, 
covered with pestilence, than that of one of the 
honorable gentlemen around me. If that allega- 
tion be true, every Senator upon this floor that 
supports this Administration ts stamped with the 
foulest treason and perjury that human nature 
can be guilty of. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ifthe Senator will allow me 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; | do not wish to be in- 
terrupted. ‘Phe country ts at war. The tremen- 
dous issues of national life and death tremble in 
the balance. Treason, with its red right hand, 
aims a fell blow at the national life. ‘The desti- 
nies of the country are committed to the honor- 
able gentlemen who surround me, who are bound 
by every obligation that can bind honorable men, 
and by the sanctions of an oath, to sustain their 
country and their Constitution, and to defend the 
firesides and homes that are threatened with in- 
vasion by lawless traitors. Bat the Senator from 
Kentucky tells them they are hypocrites; that 
they do not desire the termination of this war. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 did not allude to any one in 
the Senate. 1 said * this Administration.’’ 

Mr. HALE, “The party in power.”? This 
is the partyin power. [tts true the Senator made 
no direct personal application to any Senator, but 
it is an allegation which embraces every one of 
us; and the allegation is that of all the men that 
disgrace God's footstool, of all the criminals that 
fill the penitentiaries, there are none so base, none 





so worthy of the detestauon and scorn of men || and send him out to battle, they are bound by | 
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and the judgments of God, as these Senators who 
sit here, members of this dominant party. Their 
country is at stake. God, in His providence, is 
trying now an experiment, the great question of 
ages, the question of free government for the 
world; and, in the progress of events and the 
course of His providence, the destinies of vhis 
country and of this war to no inconsiderable des 
eree are Intrusted to the men who surround me; 
and, sir, are we to sit here and silently hear a 
member of this body, before the coantry, before 
the world, before heaven and earth, bring such 


| 
| 
{ 


allegations against us that, if true, every inmate | 


of the penitentiaries might scorn to give us the 
hand of friendly recognition? 


as this which has been charged upon us can hardly | 


be delineated in fitting terms and character; and 
yet in that the President of the United States, by 
express designation, is also implicated, 

Now, sir, let me say a word wm regard to that. 
Iam not a eulogist of the President, norof hardly 
anybody else; but 1 believe if there may be one 
thing said of Mr. Lincoln to which almost every- 
body will assent, it is that he is eminently an hon- 
est and patriotic man. Leonfess that to-day is the 
first time in my whole life that I ever heard the 
honesty and the patriotism of Mr. Lincoln ques- 
tioned. I havecongratulated my fellow-citizens, 
when,in my poor and feeble way, it has been my 


j 


‘ 
' 
| 


lot to address them, thatin one thing the country, | 
| in this terrible emergency, was eminently fortu- 


nate, and that was, mm the personal character of 


the Chief Magistrate; that he was a man of sach | 


integrity that i spoke not only to his friends, but 


extorted the unwilling concession of his enemies; | 


and that, amidst all the vituperation of political 
calumny, the personal integrity and patriotism of 
the President, thus far, had stood unscathed and 


| unquestioned, 


| surrounded him. 


Sir, | apprehend the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky did not appreciate the character of the 
accusation which he brought against those who 
I have seen him, Lhave met him 


| tendering the courtesies of social intercourse to | 
| men who are not worthy to unloose his shoe- 


latecheis, if they be what he tells them they are to- 


day. They are the vilest hypocrites thatthe world 


bears up. ‘They ave the foulest traitors that ever 
the.sun of heaven shone on. 

Whiy, sir, what are we to-day, and what is our 
condition ? , 
of Providence we occupy the climacterie position 
between the eternities of the past and the future. 
We have to settle for ourselves, for all posterity, 
for all coming time, the great question whether 
liberty upon the whole be a boon desirable for 


| humanity, and whether man is capable of self- 


| intrusted ? 


government, The hopes, the sympathies, the 
fears of the world look upon us. Who is it that 
ean strike an effective blow against his country 
equal to him who loosens in the publie mind ail 
confidence in the integrity, the patriotism, and the 
honesty of those to whom the public destinies are 
No, sir; that allegation ought not to 


It seems to me that inthe purposes | 


be listened to for a single moment without an in- | 


dignaut denial from every man who feels that it 
is, to say the least, cruel and unjust. I know the 
Senator from Kentucky has such a habitual flow 
of words that he cannot stop, and sometimes lie 
lets out words without carefully measuring the 
idea that follows them, and it must have been 


something of that sort which influenced him wheu | 


he made the declaration that he witered here to- 
day. 

i have not heard all the discussion; I do not 
know what are the merits of the particular propo- 
sitions upon which the Senator has commented; 
I have not had the pleasure of listening to them; 
but in this connection | will say this: if the Gov- 


and carried them out to fight the battles of the | 


country, they are bound to proteet them at all 
hazards by every agency they can put forth; and 
if the Government, having done that,and having 
used them, and they having become prisoners, 


_ abandon them to thei fate, they would be guilty 
What do | 


ef a baseness unparalleled in history. 
we want? Do we want to look carefully at the 
complexion, the race, or the color of those who 


fight the battles of the country? Lapprehend not; | 


| but let that question be as it may, when the Gov- 


ernment take a soldier, put their aniform en him 


i 
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| aim is the welfare of the country. 
Hypocrisy such || 
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every consideration which can rest upon a Chris- 
tian Geverutment to protect him at all events and 
atall hazards; and by no questions of expediency, 
by no questions of the etfects which are to resu!t 
from this plain, undeniable, palpable duty, are 
they to be deterred from doing what they ought 

Having said this mueh, d shall leave the sul). 
ject; but 1 confess, before | sit down, that | was 
not a little astonished to hear this charge so de- 
Itberately, apparently, made agaist the Govern- 
ment, against the Adimmistration, and against the 
Senate. 1 believe that the party in power, with 
Mr Lincoln at its head, has but one aim, and that 
L believe that 
he has but one purpose, and thatis the salvation 
of his country. 1 believe that those who are as- 
sociated with him are, in this respect, in full uni- 
son and sympathy with him. 

The idea that these men, that this party, that 
this Senate, could desire a continuation of this 
cruel, this ferocious, this bloody war; that our 
ears are not yet sufficiently filled with the waitof 
mourners; that the desolation of domestic hearth- 
stones is notuniversal enough to satisfy our fero- 
cious spirit; that we are willing that our young 
men shall be given to slaughter, our widows to 


| mourning, and our orphans to destitution, for 
| some paltry political advantage to be gained at 


| 





| honorable Senator from Indiata,. 


the next presidential election, is an insinuation so 
base that | can only wonder that by any accident 
it found its way into the fertile brain of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. [Manifestations of applause 
wm the galleries. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Order! 

Mr. HALE. The country is at war—such a 
war as the world has never seen. The country 


| is engaged in a war in which all the elements of 


civil liberty that have been gained in the progress 


| of all the bloody centuries of the pastare at stake; 


and at this time, when the question is nothing 
more nor less than life or death to the nation, to 
believe that a set of men, ‘the party in power,”’ 
ean be so utterly base, so reckless to everything 
that should bind them—nay, that they should be 
so callous to the grief and the woe that is already 
over the land, that they should be so deaf to the 
pleadings of humanity, to the mournings of a 


| desolated land, as to desire, for some paltry po- 


litical end, the continuation of such a scene of 
woe, is a picture too revolting for the contempla- 
tion of a civilized people. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Mr. President, with- 
outany purpose or desire to enter into this debate, 
I wish to ask the Senator from Kentucky the 
name of the major general in the Army of the 
United States to whom he referred. Junderstood 
my distinguished friend the Senator from Ken- 
tucky to say that a major general commanding 
in the armies of the United States had said thatit 
was the purpose of the President to retain his 


| power, even though an election should go against 


| him, by the Army of the United States. 


If that 
be true, the Administration does not deserve the 
confidence of the country. If it be false, the in- 
former should be mustered out of the service of 


| the United States, as unworthy of the commiss.on 


he bears. Ifthere is no indelicacy or impropr ety 
in the question, | should like to know the name 
of the officer. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I reply to the 
This was my 
statement: that a gentleman who had formerly 
been a member of the other House told me that 


| a major general now in the service of the United 


States had said to him, if Mr. Lincoln was de- 
feated at the next presidential election, he would 
not surrender the office, but would hold on to it. 
Now, | tell the honorable Senator that if he will 


| come to me in the strictest confidence of a man of 
ernment of the United States have called upon |) 


black soldiers, have taken them into their armies, | 


honor, as f know he is, | will give the names both 
of the general and of my informant. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Mr. President, | have 
only this to suy, that it seems to me any com- 
manding officer who makes any such statement 
is unworthy the service of the Government, If that 
statement be false; if it be true, the Government 
is unworthy of the support of the people; and 
for the Government, as one of the humblest sup- 
porters of that Government, | deny that any such 
sUrpose or allegation lias ever been made. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘Lhe question 1s 


on the motion to refer the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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